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Abstract

Cormac McCarthy's Border Trilogy conjures up the stark and beautiful landscapes ofthe southwestern
United States and Mexico, living terrain which the protagonists must constantly navigate as they attemptto
achieve stability. The invisible process through which place is created is dependent on the ways that
individuals and societies attempt to transformemptyspace into a fixed, stable location withideological
dimensions inorderto obtainasense ofidentity. Often this transformationis effected throughecological
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transformation, razing, and reconstructing the landscape invarious ways to accommodate industry,
technology, and human activity. Taking a phenomenologicalapproach and building ontheorists Edward S.
Caseyand Yi-Fu Tuan, the author argues thatthe movementbetweenspace and place in McCarthy—botha
literaland figurative process—produces asense ofloss inthe protagonists and inthe culturallandscape of
the novel. McCarthy highlights the paradoxinherentin this process ofthe constructionof place, namely, that
although the characters crave the constancyofplace,theyare constantlycompelled into motioninorderto
find the idealplace theyseek and thus are neverable to rootthemselves definitivelyorstabilize their
individualidentities.Ina parallelsense, McCarthyemphasizes the regionitselfas aspace thatis influx, in
the process ofbeing transformed bytechnological, industrial,and economic changes that preclude the
protagonists fromachieving the identities theyinternalized intheiryouth, which are associated with the

we stern myths ofroving cowboys and unsettled wilderness. Such myths in McCarthy's trilogy are, however,
shrouded inviolence and prove to be illusory, much like the idea ofthe stable home places that the
protagonists seek and fail to find.
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