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Cormac McCarthy's  Borde r Trilog y conjure s  up the  s tark and be autiful lands cape s  of the  s outhwe s te rn
Unite d S tate s  and Me xico, living  te rrain which the  protag onis ts  mus t cons tantly navig ate  as  the y atte mpt to
achie ve  s tability. The  invis ible  proce s s  throug h which place  is  cre ate d is  de pe nde nt on the  ways  that
individuals  and s ocie tie s  atte mpt to  trans form e mpty s pace  into a fixe d, s table  location with ide olog ical
dime ns ions  in orde r to  obtain a s e ns e  of ide ntity. O e n this  trans formation is  e e cte d throug h e colog ical
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trans formation, raz ing , and re cons tructing  the  lands cape  in various  ways  to  accommodate  indus try,
te chnolog y, and human activity. Taking  a phe nome nolog ical approach and building  on the oris ts  Edward S .
Cas e y and Yi-Fu Tuan, the  author arg ue s  that the  move me nt be twe e n s pace  and place  in McCarthy—both a
lite ral and fig urative  proce s s —produce s  a s e ns e  of los s  in the  protag onis ts  and in the  cultural lands cape  of
the  nove l. McCarthy hig hlig hts  the  paradox inhe re nt in this  proce s s  of the  cons truction of place , name ly, that
althoug h the  characte rs  crave  the  cons tancy of place , the y are  cons tantly compe lle d into motion in orde r to
find the  ide al place  the y s e e k and thus  are  ne ve r able  to  root the ms e lve s  de finitive ly or s tabiliz e  the ir
individual ide ntitie s . In a paralle l s e ns e , McCarthy e mphas iz e s  the  re g ion its e lf as  a s pace  that is  in flux, in
the  proce s s  of be ing  trans forme d by te chnolog ical, indus trial, and e conomic chang e s  that pre clude  the
protag onis ts  from achie ving  the  ide ntitie s  the y inte rnaliz e d in the ir youth, which are  as s ociate d with the
we s te rn myths  of roving  cowboys  and uns e ttle d wilde rne s s . S uch myths  in McCarthy's  trilog y are , howe ve r,
s hroude d in viole nce  and prove  to  be  illus ory, much like  the  ide a of the  s table  home  place s  that the
protag onis ts  s e e k and fail to  find.
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