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Charle s  He drick has  produce d a us e ful ove rvie w of s ome  of the  important is s ue s  in the  ong oing  dis cus s ions
of the  Mar S aba le tte r of Cle me nt of Ale xandria, e s pe cially as  the s e  pe rtain to  the  s o-calle d "S e cre t G os pe l
of Mark."  I take  the  burde n of his  dis cus s ion to  be  that (a) we  s hould acce pt the  Cle me ntine  le tte r as
authe ntic  and le ave  o  dis cus s ing  it as  a pos s ible  (mode rn) forg e ry, for e xample , by S mith hims e lf; and (b)
once  we  have  done  s o we  will have  additional e vide nce  for both the  wide  dive rs ity of the  g os pe l traditions
of the  s e cond ce ntury and the  hig h ins tability of the  te xts  that pre s e rve  the m.

G uy S troums a's  intrig uing  tale  of how he  too once  s aw the  manus cript of the  Mar S aba le tte r s hows  that he
ag re e s  with He drick on both points . I will us e  this  re s pons e  to  e xpre s s  my conce rns  about the m. I s hould
s tre s s  at the  outs e t, howe ve r, that the re  is  no dis pute  among  the  thre e  of us  conce rning  the  dive rs ity of
e arly Chris tianity and the  ins tability of its  te xts . The s e  vie ws  hold true , howe ve r, re g ardle s s  of one 's  pos ition
on Secret Mark.

Be fore  addre s s ing  the  larg e r is s ue s , I would like  to  re fle ct on s e ve ral de tails  rais e d in or by He drick's
article . To be g in with, I find it a bit one -s ide d to  lame nt the  poor tre atme nt that S mith re ce ive d at the  hands
of his  re vie we rs . On this  s core , as  He drick acknowle dg e s , S mith was  famous  for g iving  as  we ll as  he
re ce ive d. Almos t no one  could be  as  vitriolic  and ad homine m, g ive n the  opportunity. And the re  we re  ple nty
of opportunitie s , e s pe cially with re s pe ct to  the  back-and-forth on the  S e cre t G os pe l. As  Bruce  Me tz g e r
note d—to pick jus t one  ins tance —S mith once  pointe d out that two of the  s cholars  who re vie we d his  work
ne g ative ly (the s e  we re  [End P a g e  15 5 ] g ood s cholars : Paul Achte me ie r and Jos e ph Fitz mye r) both had
name s  that rhyme d with "liar."  The  back-and-forth was  not a cas e  of an e ntire  cadre  of homophobic
ne ute s tame ntle rs  (as  He drick s e e ms  to  s ug g e s t) malicious ly attacking  a de fe ns e le s s  and uns ullie d
oppone nt. The re  was  ple nty of dirt s pre ad on both s ide s  by thos e  compe te nt to  do s o.

And it s hould not be  ove rlooke d (a point s ome what de -e mphas iz e d by He drick) that a numbe r of the
re s pons e s  to  S mith we re  s obe r, le arne d, and e rudite . Include d among  the  re s ponde nts  we re  s ome  who
had no qualms  in arg uing  that the  Cle me ntine  le tte r was  a mode rn forg e ry. A s triking  e xample  was  Charle s
Murg ia, a s upe rb clas s icis t at the  Unive rs ity of California at Be rke le y, who re s pe ctfully and e ve n
appre ciative ly pointe d out, on the  bas is  of a broad e xpe rie nce  with fals ifie d docume nts , the  kinds  of
"fing e rprints " that, in his  judg me nt, the  forg e r had le  on his  own handiwork.  S ome  of Murg ia's  obje ctions
to the  le tte r have  ne ve r, to  my knowle dg e , be e n ans we re d. He  conclude d on te chnical g rounds , to  which I
will re turn be low, that the  le tte r trans cribe d into the  back of Vos s 's  e dition of Ig natius  mus t have  be e n an
autograph. A rathe r s e rious  claim not to  addre s s .

As  I have  intimate d, He drick s ug g e s ts  that the  wide s pre ad vitriol found its  root in a homophobia in the
acade my. I too do not know if this  is  true , but I ce rtainly would like  to  s e e  s ome  evidence of it, if this  in fact is
what he  wants  to  claim. For it is  a rathe r s e rious  charg e —rais e d pre cis e ly by He drick's  s tate d re luctance  to
rais e  it!—and not one  that we  s hould allow into g e ne ral dis cours e  without s ome  s upporting  arg ume nt.

One  point that He drick doe s  want to  make  e xplicit is  that s ince  the  homoe rotic  inte rpre tation of Cle me nt's
firs t c itation of Secret Mark is  not a ce ntral compone nt of S mith's  re cons truction it s hould not have  playe d s o
larg e  a role  in the  de bate  ove r the  le tte r. In my opinion this  is  a mis cons trual of the  s ituation. For much of
S mith's  e ntire  work on the  S e cre t G os pe l doe s  inde e d...
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