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Abstract

Early Christianlegends of monastic womendisguised as men have recentlybeenthe object of
psychological, literary, sociohistorical, anthropological,and theological study. In this article, | will raise new
questions aboutthese legends fromthe perspective ofthe poststructuralist theoryofintertextuality. What
are the cultural "texts" that these legends "playupon"? Whatdoes this intertextuality tellus about how such
legends participated inlate antique culturaldiscourse ongenderand the fe male body? Here, | examine five
cultural "texts" reworked inthe legends: 1) the lives ofearlier transvestite saints like St. Thecla; 2) the Life of

St. Antony; 3) late antique discourse about eunuchs;4) the storyofJosephand Potiphar's wife from Genesis;
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and 5) the textualdeconstructionand reconstitution ofthe female bodyinearly Christian literature. These
"intertexts," along with key christomimetic ele ments inthe legends,suggesthowbinaryconceptions of
genderidentity were ultimatelydestabilized inthe figure of the transvestite saint.
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INTRODUCTION

This is an essay about the peculiar ways in which women's identity and
piety were portmyed in late antique hagiographical texts. In early Chris-
tian saines’ lives, women are alte rarive lv castigared as kallen daugheers ot
Eve and lauded as heroic modek tor pious imitation. On the one hand,
they are depicted by male writers as sources of remptanon and objecas of
lust; on the other hand, a select number of them are celebrared as some-
how having ramscended the limimations of their sex. In light of these
conflicting images, how did the authors of saimts’ lives seek o shape
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