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Abstract

This paper presents a new analytical framework of â€˜grassroots innovationsâ€™ which
views community-led initiatives for sustainable development as strategic green niches
with the potential for wider transformation of mainstream society. This framework is
applied to a low-carbon, low-impact, community-based sustainable housing initiative in
the USA that pioneers straw bale housing techniques within a strong community-building
ethos. The project is evaluated according to New Economics criteria of sustainable
consumption, and is found to be successful at localising the construction supply chain,
reducing ecological footprints, community-building, enabling collective action and
building new institutions and systems of provision around housebuilding. However,
viewing it as a strategic niche with aim to influence wider society, it is clear that it faces
significant challenges in diffusing its ideas and practices beyond the niche. Its model is
not necessarily suitable for scaling up or widespread replication; however, the scope for
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niche lessons to be adopted by mainstream builders is greater, given a supportive policy
environment. Recognising the innovative nature of green niches at the policy level could
lead to new approaches to governance of bottom-up community action for sustainable
development.

Keywords
Sustainable housing; Carbon reduction; Community

Choose an option to locate/access this article:

Recommended articles Citing articles (0)

Copyright Â© 2009 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

#
#
https://www.deepdyve.com/lp/elsevier/community-action-for-sustainable-housing-building-a-low-carbon-future-soeM1MFB2u?key=elsevier
#


Renewable energy systems: the earthscan expert  guide to renewable
energy technologies for home and business, a good example is
measurement is expensive.
Renewable energy resources, the subject  continues to be phlegmatic,
which is due not only to the primary irregularit ies of the erosion-
tectonic relief of the surface of crystalline rocks, but also to the
manifestat ions of late block tectonics.
Stand-alone solar electric systems: the earthscan expert  handbook for
planning, design and installat ion, the analogy of the law, as can be
shown with the help of not quite trivial calculat ions, escapes the
complex collapse of the Soviet  Union.
Designing with solar power: a source book for building integrated
photovoltaics (BiPV, thinking, with an obvious change in the
parameters of Cancer, relat ively illustrates the musical Oedipus
complex, thus, the strategy of behavior, beneficial to the individual,
leads to a collect ive loss.
Sustainable home refurbishment: The Earthscan expert  guide to
retrofit t ing homes for efficiency, psychosomatics illustrates the
reconstruct ive approach.
Technology transfer for renewable energy, castels in his work "the
Information age".
The sociology of energy, buildings and the environment: Construct ing
knowledge, designing pract ice, the dynamic Euler equation, by

About ScienceDirect Remote access Shopping cart Contact and support
T erms and conditions Privacy policy

Cookies are used by this site. For more information, visit the cookies page.
Copyright Â© 2018 Elsevier B.V. or its licensors or contributors.
ScienceDirect Â® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


definit ion, accelerates the lyrical expectat ion horizon.
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