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[en] Today, the Hanford Site is engaged in the largest waste
cleanup effort ever undertaken in human history. That in itself makes the
endeavor historic and unique. The Hanford Site has been designated the
"flagship" of Department of Energy (DOE) waste remediation endeavors. And, just
as the wartime Hanford Project remains unmatched in history, no counterpart
exists for the current waste cleanup enterprise. This report provides a summary of
the extensive historical record, however, which does give a partial road map. The
science of environmental monitoring pioneered at the Hanford Site, and records
of this type are the most complete of any in the world, from private companies or
public agencies, for the early years of Site operations. The Hanford Site was
unique for establishing a detailed, scientific, and multi-faceted environmental
monitoring program
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