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Whe n he  die d in 189 8, Pre s byte rian the olog ian Robe rt Le wis  Dabne y s e e me d to  have  be e n le  be hind by a
Ne w S outh that incre as ing ly e mbrace d e conomic prog re s s , the olog ical libe ralis m, and s e ctional
conciliation. His  authoriz e d biog raphe r, Thomas  C. Johns on, pre s e nte d Dabne y as  "a man who was  at war
with much of his  ag e " in de s cribing  his  battle s  with "e volution . . . jacobinis m . . . [and] mobocracy." The  Re v.
Be njamin Palme r de clare d that Dabne y he ld to  his  be lie f that s cripture  s anctione d s lave ry "to  the  day of his
de ath."  S ome  conte mporarie s  we re  proud of the  inte lle ctual le g acy of a man whom e mine nt Pre s byte rian
thinke r Charle s  Hodg e  once  calle d the  "g re ate s t living  te ache r of the olog y." According  to  one  e ulog is t,
Dabne y had cre ate d not only a "s ple ndid lite rature ," but would live  throug h the  larg e  company of minis te rs
he  had traine d in almos t four de cade s  te aching  the olog y at Hampde n-S ydne y Colle g e .  To Palme r, Dabne y's
de ath marke d the  e nd of the  Old S outh, as  "thos e  who s tood by his  s ide , fig hting  for the  truth of G od in his
g e ne ration are  s tanding  at the  e dg e  of the ir own g rave s  ope ning  at the ir fe e t."  The  imag e  of Dabne y as  an
arch-cons e rvative  warrior for the  Los t Caus e  has  be e n de s cribe d by many his torians , and was  pe rhaps  be s t
capture d by G aine s  Fos te r, who has  arg ue d that Dabne y re taine d an "almos t fe udal faith in a hie rarchical
s ocie ty" long  a e r the  Civil War.  [End P a g e  3 5 3 ]

Dabne y's  promine nce  as  a s poke s man of the  Los t Caus e  move me nt de rive d from two s ource s : his
undis pute d inte lle ctual prowe s s  and his  place  as  an as s ociate  of S tone wall Jacks on. The  two me n's  wive s
we re  firs t cous ins , and Dabne y brie fly s e rve d as  Jacks on's  chie f-of-s ta  in the  S he nandoah Valle y campaig n
and S e ve n Days  Battle s  outs ide  Richmond. A e r Jacks on's  de ath, the  g e ne ral's  widow commis s ione d the
the olog ian to  write  Jacks on's  authoriz e d biog raphy.  Writte n as  the  Confe de racy collaps e d, Dabne y's  Life
and Campaigns of Lt. General T. J. (Stonewall) Jackson quickly took its  place  as  a pre e mine nt book on the
s ubje ct a e r its  publication in 186 6 . For a g e ne ration, Ame ricans  vie we d it as  the  authoritative  work on the
g e ne ral.

Dabne y's  work s hape d the  ag e ndas  of pione e ring  military his torians , and continue s  to  influe nce
profe s s ional s cholars hip on the  e nig matic  Jacks on. William Allan, a ve te ran of Jacks on's  S he nandoah Valle y
campaig n and author of a thoroug hly re s e arche d his tory of Jacks on's  ope rations  the re , which re mains  in
print, de s cribe d hims e lf as  "inde bte d . . . e s pe cially to  the  e arlie s t and ve ry valuable  biog raphy by his  forme r
chie f of s ta , Dr. Dabne y."  S arah N. Randolph, a Los t Caus e  activis t and g randdaug hte r of Thomas  Je e rs on,
acknowle dg e d in he r wide ly re ad 1874 Jacks on biog raphy the  "g re at as s is tance " s he  re ce ive d from
Dabne y's  book. In s ome  ins tance s , s he  followe d it s o  clos e ly that "but for the  frank acknowle dg e me nt" s he
would be  "almos t . . . liable  to  the  charg e  of plag iaris m." Whe n the  g e ne ral's  widow publis he d he r 189 5
Memoirs of Stonewall Jackson, at time s  s he  did little  more  than "paraphras e " Dabne y's  e arlie r book. Britis h
s ta  o ice r G . F. R. He nde rs on, whos e  clas s ic  189 8 book was  the  firs t Jacks on biog raphy writte n with acce s s
to the  O icial Records of the  war, prais e d Dabne y, who coope rate d in the  pre paration of He nde rs on's  book,
for his  "cons picuous  ability." More  than thirty ye ars  a e r the  publication of Dabne y's  life  of Jacks on,
He nde rs on note d that the  book "is  s o  comple te  and powe rful that the  ne e d for a s ucce s s or is  not at once
appare nt."  In the  twe ntie th ce ntury, re nowne d Confe de rate  his torian Doug las s  S outhall Fre e man critic iz e d
Dabne y for taking  a "moraliz ing " approach to  his  s ubje ct. Ye t Fre e man too o e re d [End P a g e  3 5 4 ] hig h
prais e  for the  "e s s e ntial accuracy of the  book," and de s cribe d Dabne y as  "the  firs t dis ting uis he d
Confe de rate  biog raphe r." S ubs e que nt his torians  have  tre ate d Dabne y as  a s ome time s  unre liable  but s till
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indis pe ns able  s ource .

Too o e n, howe ve r, his torians  have  mis unde rs tood Dabne y. The  conve ntional portrait of this  the olog ian
de picts  him as  an...
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