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Abstract

In this study, newspaper accounts of people who die alone are analysed, drawing on a
sample of 90 articles in the anglophone press that appeared in October 1999. Dying
alone is represented as a fearful fate and a moral affair, often being the outcome of an
undesirable personal character, either of the deceased or of onlookers, or involving the
failings of society at large. It is frequently portrayed as occurring to people who are
either geographically or socially distant from â€˜homeâ€™, so that an imagined
community of readers is encouraged to contemplate a death alone as the consequence
of personal or societal breakdown. A degree of stigmatisation, sometimes of those who
die alone, sometimes of those perceived to have caused this event, was evident. The
negative evaluation of death alone parallels that found in some traditional societies
where a death far from home is considered â€˜badâ€™. Dying alone contrasts
significantly with the sociable, â€˜goodâ€™, confessional deaths of newspaper
columnists and other media celebrities facing terminal illness.
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