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SUMMARY

Larkin examines baroque Cat holicism, t he project  t o reform religious cult ure
in Mexico, and t he new pious pract ices t hat  reformers and t he fait hful
negot iat ed as t he colonial period moved t oward a close. He argues t hat
baroque and reformed Cat holicism rest ed on different  underst andings of
t he very nat ure of  God. Baroque Cat holicism privileged a corporeal
concept ion of  God; whereas reformed piet y promot ed a more spirit ual one.
Religious reform, he argues, coincided wit h secular reforming project s, all of
which part icipat ed in and influenced new forms of epist emology and
subject ivit y t hat  est ablished t he condit ions for t he cont est ed beginnings
of t he modern era in eight eent h-cent ury Mexico.
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