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Abstract
Self-help home ownership is today regarded as the only possible â€˜solutionâ€™ to the
housing crisis. In the painful process of accepting this reality, most authorities have failed
to notice the situation of the tenant population. T hey have also failed to ask whether
ownership is either feasible or desirable for this vast mass of people. Based on research
in three Mexican cities, the paper examines the nature of the residential transition, the
socio-economic characteristics of tenants and owners, and the nature of urban change.
It concludes with some policy recommendations, particularly the need for governments
to work towards creating a better balance of residential choices for the poor. Cities need
both rental accommodation and the option of home ownership.
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