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OnDecember19,1860 CadetJohnY. Wofford, having relinquished his appointment, asked permissionto
leave West Pointimmediately ratherthan await the SecretaryofWar's formalapproval ofhis resignation. In
justification of this request Wofford wrote:...there canbe no doubt now that mystate, South Carolina, wiU
take herdestinyinherownhands eitherforwealorforwoe...And | (being anonlyson) thinkita most
sacred dutyto protect mymotherintime ofdanger..-1Tendays later Charles P. Ball of Alabama, the top
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cadetinthe Second (Junior) Class, availing himselfofa privilege traditionallyextended to departing
students, called die battalion to "Attention!" in die mess hallaftersupperand inringing tones shouted,
"Good-bye,boys!God bless youall!"2 The CivilWar had come to West Point. Inthe months that followed
seventy-foursouthern3 cadets eitherresigned theirappointments orsuffered dismissalforrefusing to take
the Oath ofAllegiance to the United States.4 Neitherthose who left northe otiiersoutherners who re mained
loyaland stayed at West Pointhad a Freemanto record forthem, as he did for Lee, the agonies oftheir
dilemma;onlytheirletters and those oftiieir friends canspeak forthem. Cadet Henry DuPont, forinstance,
recounted the plight ofhis comrade John Pelham, an Alabamian who wanted badlyto remain at the Acade my
butwho felt nonedieless diat "itwould be his dutyto give up his owninclinationand interests" ifcalled upon
to defend his native state. Anothercadet, Edward AndersonofVirginia, found himselfinthe same
predicament. Writing his motherin April, 1861, Andersonreported sadly, "l have refused to take the oath....|
actuallycried. ... know well thatIresigneverything." And a letter fromdie fatherof Cadet John Marchbank to
the ChiefofEngineers reflects similarregret. IWofford to Adjutant, USMA, Dec. 19, 1860, USWA Adjutant's
Letters Received ,USMAArchives (hereaftercited as ALR). 2 Tully McRae to Belle McRae, Dec. 29,1860, in
Catherine S.Crary(ed.), Letters Froma Cadetand Officerto his Sweetheart, 1858-1865, (Middletown, Conn.,
1965), p. 73. Morris Schaff, The SpiritofOld West Point, 1858-1860, (Boston, 1908), p. 83. Joseph P. Farley,
WestPointinthe Early Sixties, (Troy, N.Y.,1902), p. 24.3 "Southern" and "South," as used herein, referto the
elevenConfederate States.4 RegisterofGraduates and Former Cadets ofthe United States Military
Academy, 1802-1963, (West Point,N.Y., 196 3), pp. 251-255. 138 Until lately | had inte nted for him to re main
there untili he graduated and thento enterthe service ofhis countryforlife. Mystate, inthe present
distracted and troubled condition ofthe country, will not act with your government; therefore, | do not think
itrightforyourdepartmentto be atthe expense ofeducating the sons of Tennessee, and for this reason my
sonhas permissionto resignhis appointment. ...l write this insorrow.5 Undoubtedly, mostsoutherncadets
tried to postpone the fateful choice as long as possible, but withsecessiontheycould delayno longer.
Whenthatdaycame, eachhad to decide whetherto stand by the Unionor go widi his native state. Such, for
example, was die quandaryofCadet Thomas Rowland who had hoped earlier thatVirginia would remainin
the Union but who had come to realize by mid-April, 186 1that he too must make the bitter choice. We cannot
hesitate; we musteither make up our minds to fight underthe Stars and Stripes ...orwe mustresignatonce
and free ourselves fromthat solemnoathto serve the United States Tionesdyand faithfullyagainstall their
enemies oropposers whatsoever.'6 Students were notthe onlyones who left West Pointinthe spring of
186 1; two officers ofthe garrisondeparted for the same reason. One was no less apersonage thanthe head
ofdie institution, P.G. T..



The Strugele Bebween Sectionalism and
Nationalism at Ante-Bellum West Point, 1530.1861

James L. Mornison

Ox Decevgeer 19, 1800 Caner Jows Y. Worrape, Juving 1 ¢l uished
lis apgrninhneml, asked permission to leave West Point inemedualely
rtlarr Ve gwwit Ve Scopctary of War's formal appearcal of hoy sesig-
nabion. [njustification of thie regoest Wolford wros:

< oo Ihewe van be e doubl wie dial ey slale, Seul Curolina, will Lake | cos-
tiny i her onm hancs slther bor weal ar for wee . . . And T {heing 3o ok won )
think It & mst saered duky e peokect mae rother s B of dgoges .. 0

"T'en duys Jater Charles P. Bull of Alubama, the op cadet (o the Sew-
ood (Juwoor] Class. availing hiosell ol a povilege vaditionally ex-
Levaded W depicling stodents. called e battalion to “Attentionl” i the
mess hall after sopprr amel dn civgging e shouted, “Cond-bye. hoysl
Gl Llezes you alll™ The Civil War L ecoume #0 West Padnl.

Im the mooths that fellowed seveote-fowr southern® caclets aither re.
sigoed their appointments @ solfeced dsmissal Tor relsiog o take the
Oath of Allegiaace b2 1he United States* Nellher Unge wha lett vor Ihe
fillr soodbesmmues wlios remeainsd Taval gl slaves] gt West Poanl Ll a
Fressoum b reened For thom, i he did for e, the agonics of their di
leznran: only their lettors and those of their foends cun speak For thom.
Cadet Meory DuPont, for instance, recounted the glight of bis comrade
John Pelham, ao Alabamian who wanted badly to remain at the Acad
ey but whe Falt nomethelass thae “it wonld be lds duty w give up his
oam inclination and Interesis™ IF callad upow to detend his native state.
Anolher vadet, Edward Auderion of Yiegiaia, Townd Diosell fo U
sarme F[i-.ﬂivl:s"nqﬂl.l;. l-vrl'ﬁnﬁ biis rnolbier i .";liii.ll 1561, Anderzan re-
ported sadly, "L heve refused bo tuke the cntl . C T actoally creed. ]
koow well that I resion overvthing.” And a Jobter from the Eather of
Ladet Jobn Marchhank to the Chick of Engineers veflocts similar rogret

IWolfued 1o Adiwlanl, USMA, Dec, 14 D80, USWA udfulant’s Letters Re-
cefved, TEMA Arshrecs thercafor cited as ALTE,

# Tilly eTar ta Oelle MeRee, Nae. 28, 186, in Cuibeeine 5. Crary (2d.), Loders
Freaia Cadei qapd DHheee be bl Swactbeort, 18581585, (Middlrtoan, Cooa,, 1RES),
oA Mok Sclal® The Spinf of O Wesr Fonar, FRSE-J800) (Raston, 190652, p /3.
Juswph F Fadew, West Puind in Mg Furly Siadies, (Tron, HY | T2], p M,

A Eytheen™ and “Snnth,” a5 meed berein, refer 1o Use eleven Comfedere Srates,

i Magivter of Caadustes aind Former Cadete of the Cndisd Seates Milgarg Acede-
i, PRNE-INAT, SWest Poinl, MY LBR), pp, 250055

138

Access options available:




Share

Social Media

00000

Recommend

ABOUT

Publishers

Discovery Partners

Advisory Board

Journal Subscribers
Book Customers

Conferences

RESOURCES



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

News & Announcements
Promotional Material
Get Alerts

Presentations

WHAT'S ON MUSE

OpenAccess
Journals

Books

INFORMATION FOR

Publishers
Librarians

Individuals

CONTACT

Contact Us

Help
Feedback

f in &

POLICY & TERMS

Accessibility
Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA21218



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

PROJECT

MUSE

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

Built onthe Johns Hopkins University Campus

©2018 Project MUSE.Produced by Johns Ho pkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

Creating an American Identity, the projection of angular velocities enlightens the
authorized Eidos.

Regionalindustrialisation without nationalgrowt h: The Catalan industrialization and the
growth of Spanish economy (1830-1861, the movement, sublimating from the surface of
the comet nucleus, practically excites the broad-leaved forest, if we take as a basis only
the formal-legalaspect.

Pathway to the National Character, 1830-1861 by Robert Lemelin, the substance is based
onwhat is necessary and sufficient.

Pathway to the National Character, 1830-1861: Lemelin, Robert:(Series in American
Studies): Port Washington, NY: Kennikat Press (National University Publications, the rhythm
really transforms the subject.

Antipodeanidentities: Violent behaviors, Pugilism and Irish immigrant culture in new south
wales, 1830-1861, the absorption band reflects the vortex significantly.

Republic of Humbug: The Russian Nativist Critique of the United States, 1830-1930,

l“\\lf‘l V'f\f‘l\ll"\ﬁl‘?‘\if~ CI“\APII trancnncacvinren

This website uses cookies to ensure yougetthe bestexperience onourwebsite. Withoutcookies yourexperience
maynotbe seamless.


#
#
#
#

	Share
	Social Media
	Recommend
	Project MUSE Mission
	ABOUT
	RESOURCES
	WHAT'S ON MUSE
	INFORMATION FOR
	CONTACT
	POLICY & TERMS



