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The  S trug g le  Be twe e n S e ctionalis m and Nationalis m at Ante -Be llum We s t Point, 1830 -186 1 Jame s  L. Morris on
On De ce mbe r 19 , 186 0  Cade t John Y. Wo9ord, having  re linquis he d his  appointme nt, as ke d pe rmis s ion to
le ave  We s t Point imme diate ly rathe r than await the  S e cre tary of War's  formal approval of his  re s ig nation . In
jus tification of this  re que s t Wo9ord wrote : . . . the re  can be  no doubt now that my s tate , S outh Carolina, wiU
take  he r de s tiny in he r own hands  e ithe r for we al or for woe  . . . And I ( be ing  an only s on ) think it a mos t
s acre d duty to  prote ct my mothe r in time  of dang e r . . -1 Te n days  late r Charle s  P. Ball of Alabama, the  top
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cade t in the  S e cond (Junior) Clas s , availing  hims e lf of a privile g e  traditionally e xte nde d to  de parting
s tude nts , calle d die  battalion to  "Atte ntion!" in die  me s s  hall aEe r s uppe r and in ring ing  tone s  s houte d,
"G ood-bye , boys ! G od ble s s  you all!"2 The  Civil War had come  to  We s t Point. In the  months  that followe d
s e ve nty-four s outhe rn3 cade ts  e ithe r re s ig ne d the ir appointme nts  or s u9e re d dis mis s al for re fus ing  to  take
the  Oath of Alle g iance  to  the  Unite d S tate s .4 Ne ithe r thos e  who le E nor the  otiie r s outhe rne rs  who re maine d
loyal and s taye d at We s t Point had a Fre e man to  re cord for the m, as  he  did for Le e , the  ag onie s  of the ir
dile mma ; only the ir le tte rs  and thos e  of tiie ir frie nds  can s pe ak for the m. Cade t He nry DuPont, for ins tance ,
re counte d the  plig ht of his  comrade  John Pe lham, an Alabamian who wante d badly to  re main at the  Acade my
but who fe lt none die le s s  diat "it would be  his  duty to  g ive  up his  own inclination and inte re s ts " if calle d upon
to de fe nd his  native  s tate . Anothe r cade t, Edward Ande rs on of Virg inia, found hims e lf in the  s ame
pre dicame nt. Writing  his  mothe r in April, 186 1, Ande rs on re porte d s adly, "I have  re fus e d to  take  the  oath. ... I
actually crie d. ... I know we ll that I re s ig n e ve rything ." And a le tte r from die  fathe r of Cade t John Marchbank to
the  Chie f of Eng ine e rs  re fle cts  s imilar re g re t. !Wo9ord to  Adjutant, US MA, De c. 19 , 186 0 , US WA Adjutant's
Le tte rs  Re ce ive d , US MA Archive s  (he re aEe r cite d as  ALR). 2 Tully McRae  to  Be lle  McRae , De c. 29 , I86 0 , in
Cathe rine  S . Crary (e d.), Le tte rs  From a Cade t and O9ice r to  his  S we e the art, 1858-186 5, (Middle town, Conn.,
19 6 5), p. 73. Morris  S cha9, The  S pirit of Old We s t Point, 1858-186 0 , (Bos ton, 19 0 8), p. 83. Jos e ph P. Farle y,
We s t Point in the  Early S ixtie s , (Troy, N.Y., 19 0 2), p. 24. 3 "S outhe rn" and "S outh," as  us e d he re in, re fe r to  the
e le ve n Confe de rate  S tate s . 4 Re g is te r of G raduate s  and Forme r Cade ts  of the  Unite d S tate s  Military
Acade my , 180 2-19 6 3, (We s t Point, N.Y., 19 6 3), pp. 251-255. 138 Until late ly I had inte nte d for him to  re main
the re  untili he  g raduate d and the n to  e nte r the  s e rvice  of his  country for life . My s tate , in the  pre s e nt
dis tracte d and trouble d condition of the  country, will not act with your g ove rnme nt; the re fore , I do not think
it rig ht for your de partme nt to  be  at the  e xpe ns e  of e ducating  the  s ons  of Te nne s s e e , and for this  re as on my
s on has  pe rmis s ion to  re s ig n his  appointme nt . ... I write  this  in s orrow.5 Undoubte dly, mos t s outhe rn cade ts
trie d to  pos tpone  the  fate ful choice  as  long  as  pos s ible , but with s e ce s s ion the y could de lay no long e r.
Whe n that day came , e ach had to  de cide  whe the r to  s tand by the  Union or g o widi his  native  s tate . S uch, for
e xample , was  die  quandary of Cade t Thomas  Rowland who had hope d e arlie r that Virg inia would re main in
the  Union but who had come  to  re aliz e  by mid-April, 186 1 that he  too mus t make  the  bitte r choice . We  cannot
he s itate ; we  mus t e ithe r make  up our minds  to  fig ht unde r the  S tars  and S tripe s  ... or we  mus t re s ig n at once
and fre e  ours e lve s  from that s ole mn oath to  s e rve  the  Unite d S tate s  Tione s dy and faithfully ag ains t all the ir
e ne mie s  or oppos e rs  whats oe ve r.'6  S tude nts  we re  not the  only one s  who le E We s t Point in the  s pring  of
186 1; two o9ice rs  of the  g arris on de parte d for the  s ame  re as on. One  was  no le s s  a pe rs onag e  than the  he ad
of die  ins titution, P. G . T...
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