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T he hoarding of food pellets was studied in 72 adult male muroid rodents of ten species;
Mesocricetus auratus, Microtus ochrogaster, Microtus pennsylvanicus, Microtus
montanus, Peromyscus californicus, P. eremicus, P. gossypinus, P. leucopus,
Sigmodon hispidus, and Meriones unguiculatus. Seven Oryzomys palutris were
also studied. Microtus and hamsters were the only species to show any appreciable
hoarding. Six species were tested for the hoarding of sunflower seeds and corn kernels.
Data were consistent with those on the hoarding of food pellets. Although information
is incomplete, the ease of eliciting hoarding behavior in the laboratory appears roughly
correlated with the tendency to hoard in the natural habitat. No other ecological
correlates were apparent.
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