
OU Home Study at the OU About the OU Research at the OU Search Contact

Sign in

Accessibility  

Complex systems and applied linguistics.

Home  About  Search  Browse  User Area  Short URL  Help

Complex systems and applied linguistics
Cameron, Lynne and Larsen-Freeman, Diane (2007). Complex systems and applied linguistics. International Journal of Applied Linguistics
17(2) pp. 226–239.

Full text available as:
PDF (Accepted Manuscript) - Requires a PDF viewer such as GSview, Xpdf or Adobe Acrobat Reader
Download (147kB)

PDF (Not Set) (Cover Page conversion from application/pdf to application/pdf) - Requires a PDF viewer such as 
Xpdf or Adobe Acrobat Reader

DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) Link:

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1473-4192.2007.00148.x

Google Scholar: Look up in Google Scholar

Abstract

This book introduces and develops the potential of complex systems as a metaphor or supra-theory for systems in applied linguistics. Change
and heterogeneity are central to complex systems theory and to the resonances that we find between complex systems and applied linguistics
systems. The book explores these resonances and what happens when complex systems theory is used to make sense of central areas of
applied linguistic concerns: language, language learning, discourse and the language classroom. Principles of complex systems theory are
explained, drawing on work that has been most developed in the biological sciences and that is being extended into the social sciences,
developmental psychology and other applied disciplines. These principles importantly include descriptions of change over time (system
dynamics) that work for all levels and scales: movement from temporary and relative stability through adaptive behaviours and self-
organisation to the emergence of new patterns that are not amenable to reductive explanations. Seeing applied systems as complex, adaptive
and dynamic opens up new conceptualisations of properties and activities, enables new questions about how people use, learn and teach
languages, and demands new ways of investigating behaviour and development.
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