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As more and more researchers focus on the process of intertextuality, the issue of where this
research occurs needs to be given greater consideration. The majority of research studies on
intertextuality have either involved students in research tasks outside the classroom setting or
examined the process within hierarchial classroom environments. The lack of authenticity in these
research tasks for learners and the restrictions on the inter-textual connections that can be
advanced within a hierarchial learning environment have limited our understandings about
intertextuality. Researching intertextuality within collaborative learning environments will open up a
broader range of connections and meaning-making among learners and allow researchers to
understand more about student learning and effective learning environments. More importantly,
research in these powerful classroom contexts will support researchers in building an educational
theory of intertextuality and broader understandings about the nature of intertextuality. One
particular research context, literature circles, is examined to identify the characteristics of
generative research environments for the study of intertextuality.
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