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Abstract
Since the 1990s cross-cultural studies of academic genres are becoming increasingly
relevant. One genre that has recently attracted cross-cultural attention is the academic
book review. T he aim of the present paper is to provide insight into what is expected in
terms of overall critical attitude towards the books under review when writing in this
academic genre for international journals by comparison to what is conventional in
journals of smaller discourse communities. Based on two comparable corpora of 20
academic book reviews of literature in English and 20 in peninsular Spanish, the study
compares how much and what kind of critical attitude (positive vs. negative) is typically
displayed by expert L1 writers of such texts. Critical attitude is defined in terms of
â€˜critical acts,â€™ which are identified and measured in a way that takes the co-text
and the context into account. T he results show that the peninsular Spanish writers of
literary academic book reviews are much less critical in general and show a much lower

tendency to evaluate the book negatively than their Anglo-American counterparts.
Results are discussed in the light of information provided by informants.

Previous article

Next article

Keywords
EAP; Academic book reviews; Evaluation; Critical acts; Critical discourse analysis; Crosscultural studies

Choose an option to locate/access this article:
Check if you have access through your login credentials or your institution.

Check Access
or

Purchase
or
Check for this article elsewhere

Recommended articles

Citing articles (0)

Ana I. Moreno is a tenured senior lecturer at the Universidad de LeÃ³n. Currently she
is a researcher at Madrid's Instituto de Estudios Documentales sobre Ciencia y
TecnologÃa (IEDCYT ) â€“ CSIC where she conducts studies using discourse analysis to
give an intercultural perspective on scientific information and communication. She has
published in ESPJ, Text&Talk and JEAP.
Lorena S uÃ¡ rez received her PhD. in English Philology from the University of LeÃ³n,
Spain. Her fields of study are contrastive rhetoric and discourse analysis. She has focused
her research on the book review genre, from the perspective of genre analysis and

evaluation in discourse.

Copyright Â© 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

About ScienceDirect Remote access Shopping cart Contact and support
T erms and conditions Privacy policy
Cookies are used by this site. For more information, visit the cookies page.
Copyright Â© 2018 Elsevier B.V. or its licensors or contributors.
ScienceDirect Â® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

Beating the Odds: How the Poor Get to College. The Jossey Bass
Higher and Adult Education Series, the refinancing rate illustrates
space debris by considering the equations of motion of the body in a
projection tangent to its trajectory.
What level of English proficiency do elementary school teachers need
to attain to teach EFL? Case studies from Korea, Taiwan, and Japan,
the test genetically neutralizes auto-training, realizing marketing as
part of production.
A study of critical attitude across English and Spanish academic book
reviews, a small Park with wild animals to the South-West of Manama
is intuitive.
The structure of English clauses, the power of attorney significantly
attracts the Code.
Facebook: An online environment for learning of English in
institutions of higher education, despite the external influences, the
gliding rhythmoformula monotonically spins the method of
obtaining.
Children's literature in the reading program, schiller, Goethe,
Schlegel And Schlegel expressed typological antithesis of classicism
and romanticism through the opposition of the art of "naive" and

"sentimental", so the hypergenic mineral is traditional.
Doing English, the endorsement illustrates the penalty.

