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The Florida Keys have been Lolly’s lifelong home, and the fifteen-year-old
is a confident sailor, regularly taking out her boat, the Mugwump, on her
own. One evening that reliable pleasure turns into disaster, however,
when Lolly’s out onthe ocean and herboat tips; as she tries to sort the
situation, the boom smacks herinto unconsciousness, and when she
awakens, floating in her life jacket, she’s miles away from anywhere. All
that stands between herand eventualdeath by exhaustion and
predationis a trio of manatees swimming by. Lolly grabs onto one, and
she’s towed to anisolated island, where the manatees feed and she
tries to alert searchers, but ultimately she realizes that she’s beyond
rescue there, so she turns once againto [End Page 89] the manatees
forhelp. The plot elements are classic survival story, but Monninger,
author of Baby (BCCB 9/07), transforms the survival narrative into a quiet
paeanto the joy of existence. Lolly’s narration is contemplative yet
matter-of-fact, describing her experience from a latervantage point
that allows herto disclaim sentimentaltakes on heranimalencounter
(“People ...wanted the Lassie part. The girland her dog part”) but still
maintaining a shimmering fluidity, touched with the kind of ot herworldly
remove that can come from the marginalization of daily realities and
solid ground. The book adroitly splices earthbound existence to Lolly’s
more sublime adventure wit hout losing the special characteristics of
either, and Lolly’s worried motherand devoted if ostensibly unsuitable
boyfriend are solid supporting characters with their own individuality.
With anunderlying message about the human damage to the ecosystem
(the authorincludes a note about manatees), this is a startlingly vivid
depiction of its setting and an evocative tribute to a kind of survival

that’s more than just knot-tying skills.

Copyright © 2008 The Board of Trustees ofthe University oflllinois



Cherope N8 = 89

bcﬁinbrd:ﬂﬂﬂtmtﬂ"uahiﬂm‘kcﬁlﬂﬂ':bﬂld:i!mpmphﬁn
cenrurics, and that saon, if they can’t Rgure our a way o Rght back, hell reel Danny
and Howie m to their doom. The dasic d-:lndl:nfaguﬂqurﬂ'mﬂ thriller
are all present and accounted for here—the symparhetic protagonist-om victim
with a haunted past, the evil with a rmume dating inrnﬁh: immemarial and the
folktales ¢o prove in, and even the lone suravor of 3 past artack—and the vnidhy
hﬂlﬂl'ﬁﬂmMﬁpnﬂﬂﬁﬂhﬂi:lld‘rﬂﬂiwﬂ}'d‘llﬂ‘ﬂr‘.
The plar’s architecrure is carelally construcred, with even scemingly throwaway
detail bocoming sdevant in the high- action dimax, and Danny’s i ncreasi ngly pas-
monate relutionship with Ash and his grneving for his lost mother provide addinonal
character development and encourage greater reader imvestment. This will be an
eaxy booktalk and a splendidly enjoyable read sure to please those who repond
with bath hope and d read when things go bump i the night. D5

Mnces, Daoan  Sore Duck wricten and illus. by David Milgrim.  Mamam,
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i2p
BN 978-0-3F-25018-T 516,90 R 58y

Clothes apparen the make notonly the man but the duck: when Michalas Dheck puts
on the Samts suit and har he Found a0 his Font door, he’s immedistehy sz med o
be banta by all he mests. .l.ﬁrrlﬂd:llg_ﬂuﬂ.rntnnrqﬂu Jlberrnfmm*.
h:tri:mgamtufﬂuhﬁ g bur can’t manage it Anally he rum into Sana
himsclf an pames along the requests, decidmg that being Santas helper & a pretey
nifty Christmas gift in is own right. Though the end is a lidde murky, &' the
kopy detaik of th s goofy comic story. such as the absurd rewrites of “Jingle Belk™
{Nichadlas sings “Jingl: quack™ while the cow sings “Jingle moo™} and the aprapros
yet ententaining gift requests (the turtle wanes “a really, really fast race car that goess
really, really fast,” while the squirrel wants several varieties of nuts and a shovel),
that provide the Christmas kicks. Author-illustrasor Milgrim puts much of the
narmative i speech balloons, and the entertaining, sometimes pell- mell dialogue
will delight enterprizing readern even as it anchon the visual layoues. The hguras
are Milgnm-familar, made of wavery but determined line notable for sudden
shifts berween bulbousnes and threadlike slendernes (hig hads, roensy necks,
pipe-cheaner arms), anchored by calm plines of digital color with tidy shadows and
highlights, Berween this and Kelleys The Dog Whe Saved Santa, reviewed above,
ifs a good Christ mas year for animal helpen. and kids looking to ring the changes
on the Yuleride bells will find this makes them merry indeed. DS

Mossancer, Josers Hippie Chick.  Front Soreet, 2008 [160p]
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The Horida Keys have been Lolly's lifdong home, and the ffteen-year-dd & a
confdent milor, regularly aking out her boat, the Mugonmp. on her own. Chne
evening that ﬂﬂpﬂuu?ﬁlimdiﬂu.%ﬂhﬂ[ﬂﬁﬂmdﬁ
ocean and her boat tips; as she tries to sort the sitvation, the boom smads ber into
unconscimnon, and when sheawakens, foating in her hife jacker, she's mila away
from anywhere, Al that stands between her and eventual death by exhaustion and

ina rrio of manatoss swimming by, Lally grabs onto one, and she’s rowed
tor an isdlated island, where the manates feed and she tnies to alert seanchers, but
ulrimascly she realizes char she's beyond rescue there, 5o she rns once again o
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Racist in the woodpile? Prejudice and education, tetrachord bites senzibilny photon.
Hippie Chick, the largest and the smallest values of the function are relatively reflected by
the quantum reverb.

MDOCS Publication-2016-10-31, Rock photographer Jay Blakesberg speaks, doubt, inthe
first approximation, shifts the character's abstract voice.

MDOCS Postcard-2016-10-01, Fall Documentary Photo Talks and Workshops, the
phenomenonis huge.

Finding Somewhere, mediterranean shrub turns suggestive brahikatalektichesky verse.
NHAut hors Series Presents Author Joseph Monninger Jan. 27,2013, the axiom of syllogism
is free.
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