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Abst ract

The  doctrine  of the  de vil as  “prince  of the  powe r of the  aire ” (Ephe s ians  2:2) is  ce ntral to  Milton’s  e pic
de monolog y. Milton e laborate s  this  tradition to  characte riz e  S atan and the  falle n ang e ls  as  ag e nts  of G od’s
judg me nt whom he  pe rmits  to  live  in the  pos tlaps arian air and manife s t its  powe r. This  e s s ay focus e s  on
Paradise Lost, including  re fe re nce s  to  Christian Doctrine and Paradise Regained, to  de mons trate  how Ephe s ians
2:2 and re late d be lie fs  about de monic atmos phe ric  he g e mony unde rlie  Milton’s  de piction of S atan’s
de te riorate d body, his  turbule nt ps yche , the  orig ins  of incle me nt we athe r, and the  pne umatics  of
te mptation.
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