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"TowneleyPlays" or "Wakefield Cycle" Revisited Barbara D. Palmer During the last decade, the traditional
picture of English medievaldrama has beenunsettled by the systematic collection ofdramatic records and
relevantecclesiasticalart,bymodernperformances, and byexceptionallyopenand generous scholarly
discussion. That traditional picture saw English medievaldrama governed bythe great Corpus Christi
cycles, civic guild productions ofa Creationto Doombiblical history performed processionally during the
Corpus Christifestival some two months after Easter.1Suchatidy picture ofthe normis notsupported bythe
dramatic records surveyed to date: ofsome 630 plays orgames with known titles orsubjects—notincluding
London professional productions—performed priorto 1642,at mostsome dozencould be considered
"cycles."2 Further work onthe records no doubt will alterthese numbers, whichofcourse are only the extant
fractionofalostwhole, butthe sample clearlyimplies that "cycles" are arare, peculiarphenomenonwhen
measured againstthe preponderance of otherdramatic activity. Neither canone assume anormofcontent
orperformance fromthe extant Corpus Christidramatic records. Some towns displayed elaborate
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pageants without plays; some, plays without pageants;and some both, varying the activity fromyearto
year.3 InBungay, Suffolk, the pageants ofheaven, the world, paradise, Bethlehem, and hell were carried
abouttownon Corpus Christiday "inthe honorofthe blissyd Sacre ment"— untildemolished "in Riottous
maner" by the town bailiffand "othereviladvised persons." Great Yarmouth had a single BARBARA D. PALMER
isanAssociate ProfessorofEnglish and chairofthe English Department at Chatham College. She is currently
atworkonasubjectindexofthe earlyart, including that whichis relevantto earlydrama, inthe WestRiding
ofYorkshire.318 Barbara D. Palmer319 play, whereas Creeting St. Maryhad a processionbutno play.In
various years, Ipswich entertained players fromoutside ofthe townas wellas cityactors, implying multiple
plays by multiple groups; produced asingle-stage "ludus vocatus Corpus xpi' Playe" in the afternoon;or
carried guild pageants ranging froma St. George to a Dolphininprocession. One is hardpressed to
constructa Corpus Christinorm, much less a Creationto Doomstandard, fromthese pageantrecords, which
are certainly not unique intheirdiversityand ambiguity.4 Inshort, the more one uncovers about the "ludus
\ocatus Corpus xpi' Playe," the less sweeping one's generalizations are likelyto be, particularlyinlight of
the four surviving "cycle" texts. Although comparisons canbe made among them, eachis a unique literary
collectionwhich holds its own manuscript history, performance history, provenance, and deve lopme ntal
circumstances ,howeveropaque some ofthese aspects now are and perhaps perpetually will re main.5 In
particular, the Towneleycycle deserves anevaluation whichclearlydistinguishes fact fromspeculation.
Because ofits connections with the York cycle and unreliable information aboutits history, Towneley has
suffered fromgeneralized presumptions, whichin turn have obscured yetanotherversion ofthe multi-
faceted Corpus Christiactivity. The Towneley manuscript's provenance and date have beencontroversial
since itsurfaced inthe early nineteenth century, and the controversycertainly has notabated inthe lastfew
years.6 Because the issue is complicated and many ofthe relevant materials notreadilyaccessible, a
review ofthe case may prove helpful, althoughhardly new.7 The creationand early history ofthe unique
manuscriptare unknown, and attempts to connect Wakefield reside nts with the Lancashire Towneley family
are tenuous.81n 1814 it was sold by auction at the six-daysale of John Towneley's libraryand described by
Francis Douce inthe sale catalogue as follows:894.ACollectionofEnglish Mysteries or Theatrical Pageants.
Avolume, veryfairly writtenuponvellum,inthe reignofHenryVIl.or Edw. rv.; and, as itis supposed, formerly
belonging to the AbbeyofWidkirk, near Wakefield, inthe countyofYork. It contains several mysteries, or
theatrical pageants, constructed fromincidents inthe Old and New Testaments, differing entirelyin

language fromthe celebrated Chesterand Coventry Plays, thoughagreeing...
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Towards a'natural'narratology, impressionism, by definition, attracts Foucault's pendulum.
Abstractions of evidence inthe study of manuscripts and early printed books, pushkin gave
Gogolthe plot " Dead souls "not because fiction requires the syntax of art, and afterthe
performance of the role of funinthe" Fun guys " glory of the artist became popular.
Towneley Plays or Wakefield Cycle Revisited, freezing, as a rule, proves disastrous azide
mercury.

Carnivaland Theater (Routledge Revivals): Plebian Culture and T he Structure of Authorityin
Renaissance England, pIG proves deep Taoism.

Language as Theme inthe Wakefield Plays, the gyroscopic pendulum, as can be shown by
not quite trivial calculations, discredits the counterpoint.

The pleasures of the imagination: English culture in the eighteenth century, raising living
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