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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

BOOK REVIEWS 55 his torical re e xamination of Quake r plainne s s . And I hope  that whoe ve r is  move d to  that
tas k will e xamine  in de pth the  his tory of thos e  fas cinating  re lig ious  words  "plain" and "plainne s s ," which the
Me nnonite s  borrowe d from the  Quake rs  and the  Quake rs  borrowe d from die  Puritans . Unive rs ity of
Pe nns ylvaniaDon Yode r Black Fre e dom: The  Non-Viole nt Abolitionis ts  from 1830  Throug h the  Civil War. By
Carle ton Mabe e . Ne w York: The  Macmillan Company. 19 70 . 435 pag e s . $9 .9 5. Ne ithe r the  title  nor the  s ubtitle
of this  e xce lle nt book g ive s  Frie nds  g lancing  at it pe rfunctorily an accurate  ide a of what it is  about. "Black
Fre e dom" has  to  do with blacks  inde e d, but only thos e  in the  Unite d S tate s  in the  g e ne ration be fore  the
Civil War. "Nonviole nt Abolitionis ts " mig ht me an Quake rs , but it re ally doe s n't. For althoug h mos t Frie nds  of
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that g e ne ration , and mos t today, think of the ms e lve s  as  ag ains t s lave ry, the  word "abolitionis t," a e r
William Lloyd G arris on's  Libe rator burs t on the  s ce ne  in 1831, be came  a s care  word. Like  "re d" or "radical" or
"rad-lib" today, it me ant s ome thing  and s ome body to  be  avoide d by s obe r Frie nds . "AntiS lave ry ," s pe lle d
the n as  I s pe ll it he re , was  e ve n wors e . A Quake r mig ht have  abolitionis t le aning s  and s till re main a me mbe r
in g ood s tanding . If, howe ve r, he  jo ine d an "Anti-S lave ry S ocie ty," he  put hims e lf ne ar or be yond the  pale . The
fe ar of ming ling  with the  world's  pe ople  and be ing  compromis e d by worldly principle s  and policie s , hung
like  a pall ove r Quake ris m a ce ntury and a quarte r ag o. None  but the  mos t daring , or the  "ove r-conce rne d"—
the  Lundys  and the  Whittie rs , the  Lucre tia Motts , Thomas  G arre tts  and Is aac T. Hoppe rs , the  Le vi Co ins , and
the ir le s s e r but e qually committe d colle ag ue s  in the  Philade lphia, Ne w York, and Indiana re g ions —dare d
e ve n to  as s ociate  with the  abolitionis t radicals  of the  G arris on, The odore  We ld, Arthur and Le wis  Tappan,
and Jame s  G . Birne y s tripe . The y did s o  on pain of e xcommunication, as  s ome  of the m found out to  the ir
s orrow. Quake rs  we re  nonviole nt oppone nts  of s lave ry all rig ht. But it is  not of Quake rs —or of 9 5 pe rce nt of
the  Quake rs  of the  ante be llum ag e —of which Carle ton Mabe e  s pe aks . His  pe ople  are  the  white  me n and
black me n who, in the  thirty ye ars  be fore  186 1, e xpe rime nte d with nonviole nce  as  a we apon in the  e ort to
abolis h chatte l s lave ry in the  Unite d S tate s . As  s uch it is  an e xce lle nt his tory of a campaig n that faile d, and a
manual and warning  for our live s , which is  what the  author inte nde d it to  be . Brie fly, Mabe e  ide ntifie s  "thre e
major s chools " of de libe rate ly nonviole nt abolitionis ts , all of whom ag re e d in principle  to  purs ue  the
de s truction of s lave ry without re s ort to  viole nce , to  dis courag e  s lave  re volts , and to  s e e k e mancipation by
pe ace ful me ans . He  re cog niz e s  the  Quake rs  as  the  firs t of the s e  g roups , s e e s  the m as  "comple te
nonre s is tants ," and dis mis s e s  the m e xce pt as  the ir activitie s  pointe d the  way to  the  othe rs . Quake rs
he lpe d org aniz e  the  firs t abolition s ocie ty, for ins tance , the  old Pe nns ylvania Abolition S ocie ty, which date d
from the  Re volutionary e poch. Quake rs  als o  or- 56 QUAKER HIS TORY ig inate d the  boycott of s lave  g oods
known as  the  Fre e  Produce  Move me nt, nonre s is tant but comparative ly unimportant in its  influe nce . William
Lloyd G arris on, who had rathe r fe w followe rs , had be e n conve rte d to  abolitionis m by the  radical Quake r,
Be njamin Lundy, and G arris on was  s upporte d in the  e arly ye ars  of his  campaig n by the  arde nt young  Quake r
re forme r, John G re e nle af Whittie r, who was  als o  a comple te  nonre s is tant. The  re s t, the  majority e le me nt in
the  antis lave ry move me nt from 1830  to  the  Civil War, Carle ton Mabe e  clas s ifie s  as  "limite d nonre s is tants " of
various  kinds , and lumps  the m unde r the  name  "Tappanite s ," which he  de rive s  from the  two abolitionis t
brothe rs , Le wis  and Arthur Tappan, Ne w York me rchants , philanthropis ts , and patrons  of the  antis lave ry
caus e . The  book te lls  of the  principle s  and practice s  of the s e  nonre s is tants — boycotts  of all type s , s it-ins ,
ride -ins  in trains  and s te amboats , e orts  to  inte g rate  s chools , he lp for fug itive  s lave s  on the  Unde rg round
Railroad —all this  in g re at de tail. It s hows  what pre s e nt-day nonre s is tants  may do and not do in orde r
s ucce s s fully to  move  the  Es tablis hme nt by pe ace ful me ans . It als o  analyz e s  what is  s e e n as ...
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