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BOOKREVIEWS55 historical reexamination of Quaker plainness. And I hope that whoeveris moved to that
task will examine indepththe history ofthose fascinating religious words "plain" and "plainness," which the
Mennonites borrowed fromthe Quakers and the Quakers borrowed fromdie Puritans. University of
PennsylvaniaDon YoderBlack Freedom: The Non-Violent Abolitionists from 1830 Through the Civil War. By
Carleton Mabee. New York: The MacmillanCompany. 1970.435 pages. $9.95. Neither the title northe subtitle
ofthis excellentbook gives Friends glancing atit perfunctorilyanaccurate idea of whatitis about. "Black
Freedom" has to do with blacks indeed, butonlythose inthe United States inthe generationbefore the

CivilWar. "Nonviolent Abolitionists" might mean Quakers, butitreallydoesn't. Foralthough most Friends of
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that generation,and mosttoday, think ofthemselves as againstslavery, the word "abolitionist," after
William Lloyd Garrison's Liberatorburst onthe scene in 1831, became ascare word. Like "red" or "radical" or
"rad-lib" today, it meant something and somebodyto be avoided bysoberFriends. "AntiSlavery," spelled
thenas Ispellithere,was evenworse.AQuaker might have abolitionistleanings and still re maina member
ingood standing. If, however, he joined an "Anti-Slavery Society," he put himselfnearorbeyond the pale. The
fearof mingling with the world's people and being compromised byworldly principles and policies, hung
like apalloverQuakerisma centuryand a quarterago. None butthe mostdaring, orthe "over-concerned"—
the Lundys and the Whittiers, the Lucretia Motts, Thomas Garretts and Isaac T. Hoppers, the Levi Coffins, and
theirlesserbutequallycommitted colleagues inthe Philadelphia, New York, and Indiana regions—dared
evento associate withthe abolitionistradicals ofthe Garrison, Theodore Weld, Arthur and Lewis Tappan,
and James G. Birneystripe. Theydid so onpainofexcommunication, as some ofthemfound out to their
sorrow. Quakers were nonviolentopponents ofslaveryallright. Butitis notof Quakers—orof95 percentof
the Quakers ofthe antebellumage—ofwhich Carleton Mabee speaks. His people are the white men and
black menwho, in the thirtyyears before 1861, experimented with nonviolence as aweaponinthe effort to
abolish chattelslaveryinthe United States.As suchitis anexcellent historyofa campaignthatfailed,and a
manualand warning for our lives, whichis what the authorintended itto be. Briefly, Mabee identifies "three
majorschools" ofdeliberately nonviolentabolitionists, allofwhomagreed inprinciple to pursue the
destructionofslaverywithoutresortto violence, to discourage slave revolts,and to seek emancipation by
peacefulmeans. He recognizes the Quakers as the first ofthese groups,sees themas "complete
nonresistants," and dismisses themexceptas theiractivities pointed the wayto the others. Quakers
helped organize the firstabolitionsociety, forinstance, the old Pennsylvania Abolition Society, which dated
fromthe Revolutionaryepoch. Quakers also or-56 QUAKER HISTORY iginated the boycott ofslave goods
known as the Free Produce Move ment, nonresistant but comparatively unimportantinits influence. William
Lloyd Garrison, who had ratherfew followers, had beenconverted to abolitionism by the radical Quaker,
Benjamin Lundy, and Garrisonwas supported inthe earlyyears of his campaign bythe ardent young Quaker
reformer, John Greenleaf Whittier, who was also a complete nonresistant. The rest, the majorityelementin
the antislave ry move ment from 1830 to the Civil War, Carleton Mabee classifies as "limited nonresistants" of
various kinds, and lumps themunderthe name "Tappanites," which he derives from the two abolitionist
brothers, Lewis and Arthur Tappan, New York merchants, philanthropists, and patrons ofthe antislavery
cause. The book tells ofthe principles and practices ofthese nonresistants— boycotts ofalltypes, sit-ins,
ride-ins intrains and steamboats, efforts to integrate schools, help for fugitive slaves onthe Underground
Railroad —all this ingreat detail. It shows what present-day nonresistants maydo and notdo inorder
successfullyto move the Establishmentbypeaceful means.Italso analyzes whatis seenas...
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