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I. Public Spheres

In e arly March 19 9 8 Ne ls on Mande la me t with cabine t minis te rs  and ag ricultural le ade rs  to  dis cus s  the
re s ults  of an inve s tig ation into a s e rie s  of murde rs  of white  Afrikaans -s pe aking  farme rs . S ince  the  his toric
19 9 4 e le ctions , more  than 50 0  white  farme rs  have  be e n murde re d in S outh Africa, 35 of the m kille d in the
final two months  of 19 9 7 alone . Mande la had orde re d the  inve s tig ation in late  19 9 7, whe n the  fre que ncy of
the  killing s  had le d to  s pe culations  from acros s  the  political s pe ctrum that the  murde rs  we re  in s ome  way
"politically motivate d." De re k Hane kom, Minis te r of Ag riculture  and Land A airs , e me rg e d from the  cabine t
me e ting  and announce d to  re porte rs , "The  ove rwhe lming  tre nd is  pure  criminality. [. . .] Of cours e , in ce rtain
is olate d cas e s  the re  are  pe ople  with the ir own motive s  and own ag e ndas " ("Crime "). Mande la made  no
public  comme nt on the  inte llig e nce  re port, and it was  not re le as e d to  the  public.

At the  he ig ht of the  farm murde rs  cris is  in late  19 9 7, Afrikane r farme rs  had claime d to  be  in a "war s ituation"
with, as  Trans vaal farme rs ' org aniz ation le ade r Willie  Le wie s  claime d, "los s e s  of life  comparable  to  the
Vie tnam and Yug os lavian conflicts " ("S . Africans  to  S e t Up"). Howe ve r ove rs tate d Le wie s 's  analog y to
g e nocidal military conflicts  mig ht s e e m, the  S outh African Ag ricultural Union cite d the  s tatis tic--impre s s ive
in [End P a g e  9 0 ] crime -ridde n pos taparthe id S outh Africa--that white  farme rs  we re  four time s  more  like ly to
be  murde re d than the ir fe llow S outh Africans  ("Mande la"). Rhe toric  e s calate d, ultimatums  we re  is s ue d,
vig ilante  commando units  forme d, the  corporate  me rce nary outfit Exe cutive  Outcome s  cons ulte d, but the
murde rs  continue d. Inte rpre tations  of the  murde rs  as  "politically motivate d" fe ll into  thre e  type s . The  firs t
pos ite d the ory was  that the  murde rs  we re  committe d by me mbe rs  of the  forme r African National Cong re s s
and Pan African Cong re s s ; Mande la, not re je cting  this  inte rpre tation out of hand, s pe culate d in Nove mbe r
19 9 7 that "wild fre e dom fig hte rs " mig ht be  acting  out of impatie nce  with the  s low pace  of e conomic chang e
in S outh Africa ("'Wild'"). S e cond, comme ntators  s ug g e s te d that the  murde rs  we re  re ve ng e  killing s  for the
e victions  by white  farme rs  of black te nants  and labore rs ; s uch e victions  have  be e n e nde mic s ince  19 9 4, as
white  farme rs  fe are d that impe nding  land re form mig ht g rant te nure  rig hts  to  black farm worke rs . A third
s trand of inte rpre tation he ld that, in the  words  of Eas te rn Cape  ranche r John Bie dg e , "Pe rhaps  [the
murde re rs ] think if we  are  drive n from our farms , the  land will be come  the irs " (Nofal). The  murde rs , in othe r
words , we re  purporte dly a campaig n of te rror aime d to  fre e  up land for land re form prog rams , whe the r
o icial or ad hoc.

It was  no accide nt, the n, that Hane kom, whos e  De partme nt of Land A airs  is  re s pons ible  for imple me nting
S outh Africa's  ambitious  land re form prog ram, e me rg e d from the  March 19 9 8 cabine t me e ting  to  announce
that "pure  criminality"--rathe r than re ve ng e  for pre -e mptive  e victions , or impatie nce  with the  s low pace  of
land re form--was  be hind the  murde rs  of white  farme rs  ("Crime "). That the  is s ue  of land re form could be
implicate d as  a motive  for murde r re ve als  the  profound--and volatile --s ig nificance  of land in the
pos taparthe id e ra. Ne arly a ye ar e arlie r, at an April 19 9 7 pre s s  confe re nce  for the  launch of his  de partme nt's
policy blue print, the  White  Pape r on Land Policy, Hane kom had proclaime d, "The  his tory of land
dis pos s e s s ion is  the  his tory of this  country [. . .]. It is  the  root of much of the  conflict" ("S . African Land").
While  the  Land Re form prog ram s e e ks  to  ame liorate  the  his tory of land dis pos s e s s ion in the  colonial and
aparthe id e ras , re turning  land to  black S outh Africans  will involve , to  what e xte nt or with how much coe rcion
is  not ye t cle ar, the  s urre nde r of land by white  S outh Africans . Althoug h the  19 55 Fre e dom Charte r, a mas te r
te xt for the  anti-aparthe id s trug g le , had vowe d that "[All] the  land s hall be  s hare d among  thos e  who work
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[End P a g e  9 1] it" (Cong re s s  243), implying  a nationaliz ation and...
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