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S ince  the  e arly 19 70 s  Britis h cine ma his tory has  conve ntionally be e n characte riz e d as  an unknown
lands cape , a tradition for which e ve n thos e  who cre ate d it kne w little  and care d le s s . This  e s s ay arg ue s
ins te ad that e s pe cially in the  mid 19 30 s  and late  19 40 s  the re  was  an active  dis cours e  with the  film indus try's
te chnical community, a de bate  that was  particularly conce rne d with is s ue s  of collaboration and authors hip.
Conce ntrating  on the  work of Adrian Brune l and Ivor Montag u and the ir as s ociate s , notably film e ditor Ian
Dalrymple , the  e s s ay outline s  one  as pe ct of this  de bate , and obs e rve s  its  trace s  on the  production of
Be rthold Vie rte l's  Little Friend (G aumont-Britis h, 19 34).
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