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Abstract
Philosophy plays an integral role in French society, affecting its art, drama, politics, and
culture. In this accessible, chronological survey, Matthews offers some explanations for
the enduring popularity of the subject and traces the developments that French
philosophy has taken in the twentieth century, from its roots in the thought of Descartes
to key figures such as Bergson, Sartre, Marcel, Merleau-Ponty, Foucault, Derrida, and the
recent French Feminists.
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