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Althoug h a vas t and o e n e xce lle nt lite rature  e xis ts  on the  Napole onic  Wars , the re  re main important g aps
and mis conce ptions  in our unde rs tanding  both of the  wars  the ms e lve s  and of the  conte xt in which the y we re
foug ht. Probably the  mos t s ig nificant of the s e  g aps  and mis conce ptions  conce rn Rus s ia's  role  in the
inte rnational re lations  (including , of cours e , the  wars ) of the  Napole onic  e ra, which is  ve ry impe rfe ctly
unde rs tood both in Rus s ia and in "the  We s t."  S ome  re as ons  for mis unde rs tanding  are  s pe cific  to  Rus s ian
or We s te rn his torians : in othe r re s pe cts , howe ve r, Rus s ian and We s te rn s cholars hip on the  e ra s hare s
s imilar we akne s s e s . In this  article  I look firs t at We s te rn and the n at Rus s ian writing  on Rus s ia's  role  in
Napole on's  downfall. I s e e k to  e xplain why Rus s ia's  part in the  collaps e  of Napole on's  e mpire  has  be e n
mis unde rs tood and unde re s timate d both in Rus s ia and the  "We s t." I als o  point to  the  ways  in which this  has
dis torte d a re alis tic  and balance d unde rs tanding  of the  de fe at of Napole on both in Rus s ia and abroad.

G ive n the  manne r in which the  wars  of this  e ra we re  mobiliz e d by nationalis t mythmake rs , it is  pe rhaps  not
s urpris ing  that the  e normous  Rus s ian contribution to  the  de s truction of Napole on's  e mpire  s hould have
be e n playe d down by Britis h, Fre nch, and G e rman his torians . A more  [End P a g e  2 8 3 ] inte re s ting  proble m is
why Rus s ian his torians  have  als o contribute d to  this  unde re s timation of the ir own country's  e orts . This
article  points  the  fing e r, above  all, at the  Rus s ian obs e s s ion with military ope rations  in 1812, which e xis te d
be fore  the  19 17 Re volution but g re w e ve n s trong e r in the  S ovie t e ra. The  re ve rs e  s ide  of this  obs e s s ion was
that Rus s ian his torians  larg e ly ig nore d the  e ve nts  of 1813–14. Not me re ly did this  do no jus tice  to  the
imme ns e  military-ope rational and log is tical e orts  of the  Rus s ian s tate  and army in thos e  ye ars , it als o
s e rious ly dis torte d the  unde rs tanding  e ve n of Rus s ian s trate g y in 1812. Ine vitably, it als o  allowe d Britis h,
Fre nch, and G e rman his torians  fre e  re in to  inte rpre t Napole on's  ove rthrow in the  manne r be s t s uite d to
s e rve  the ir own national myths  and his toriog raphical traditions .

The  fundame ntal purpos e  of this  article  is  the re fore  twofold. As  re g ards  We s te rn his toriog raphy, its  aim is  to
bring  Rus s ia back into the  ce nte r of the  picture , whe re  it be long s . Me anwhile , the  article  s e e ks  to  ale rt
Rus s ian his torians  to  the  importance  of 1813–14 as  a time  not jus t whe n the  ts aris t s tate  and army ove rcame
e normous  challe ng e s  with e xce ptional s kill, but als o  whe n Rus s ia made  an imme ns e  contribution to
Europe an pe ace  and s tability, to  which the  Rus s ian e mpire 's  own s e curity was  ins e parably linke d.

* * *

In the  We s t, ve ry fe w acade mics  have  e ve r writte n on Rus s ian military or e ve n diplomatic  his tory in the
Napole onic  e ra.  One  important re as on for this  is  lack of acce s s  to  Rus s ian military and diplomatic  archive s
until the  [End P a g e  2 8 4 ] 19 9 0 s .  Althoug h much me moir mate rial and many volume s  of o icial military  and
diplomatic  docume nts  we re  publis he d in both the  ts aris t and S ovie t e ras , the re  re main ke y as pe cts  of
Rus s ia's  role  in the  Napole onic  Wars  which can be  unde rs tood only throug h e xte ns ive  re s e arch in Rus s ian
military archive s . Above  all, this  is  true  if one  atte mpts  to  move  away from the  traditional narrow focus  of
Rus s ian his toriog raphy on military ope rations  in 1812. For e xample , it would be  di icult to  write  convincing ly
on crucial is s ue s  s uch as  the  mobiliz ation of the  Rus s ian re ar, log is tics , the  formation of re s e rve  force s , or
e ve n military ope rations  in 1813–14 without us ing  Rus s ian archival s ource s .

At le as t as  important, howe ve r, is  the  fact that military his tory, and above  all the  his tory of military ope rations ,
has  be e n ve ry unfas hionable  in We s te rn unive rs itie s  in re ce nt de cade s . Diplomatic  his tory is  only s lig htly
le s s  marg inaliz e d.  In addition, pos t-19 45 We s te rn s cholars hip on [End P a g e ...
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