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Abstract
Originally published in Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of Books, 1984, Vol
29(11), 902–903. Reviews the book, New Perspectives on Our Lives with
Companion Animals edited by Aaron Honori Katcher and Alan M. Beck (1983). A
great deal of “diligent and systematic inquiry” is reported in this book, but
because most of the inquiries lack a theoretical base, fail to take into account
the diversity of meanings that various species and breeds of animals have for us,
and reflect little appreciation of the methodologic necessities of analytic
research and inferential statistics, they are similar in scientific merit to the
appliance salesman's research. This book is recommended for its intended
audience–behavioral scientists, veterinarians, mental health practitioners and
others interested in companion animals. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2006
APA, all rights reserved)
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