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Abstract

This paper begins with a review of the concepts and methods that can be used to
quantify the benefits and costs of food safety regulations. On the cost side, where
research is only beginning to emerge, this paper also provides an analytical framework for
measurement of the costs of statutory regulations in the form of design and
performance standards. This paper also discusses the use and limitations of currently
available benefit and cost information for quantitative regulatory impact assessment,
using the assessment of the mandatory HACCP and pathogen reduction regulations in
the United States as an example. The paper concludes with suggestions for future
research on quantifying benefits and costs of food safety regulations.
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