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Ce rvante s  clos e s  the  inve rte d chivalric  s ag a of Don Quijote de la Mancha by g iving  the  final word to  Cide
Hame te  Be ne ng e li's  pe n, a pe n that is  ins tructe d to  s pe ak autonomous ly, without a hand to  g uide  it, while
hang ing  by a wire  from an ordinary kitche n rack. A daz z ling  e nte le chy without doubt worthy of a wis e
conjure r, the  s ce ne  is  s o  incong rue nt that it would appe ar to  be  an uninte ntional trick.  But Ce rvante s
hims e lf advis e s  us  in the  Viaje del Parnaso (16 14) [Journey to Parnassus] that "e xtravag ance s " born of his
"narrow wit" have  s e cre t re s onance s , that is , hidde n me aning s :

Nunca á dis paridad abre  las  pue rtas
    Mi corto  ing e nio, y hállalas  contino
    De  par e n par la cons onancia abie rtas .
¿Cómo pue de  ag radar un de s atino
    S i no e s  que  de  propós ito  s e  hace ,
    Mos trándole  e l donaire  s u camino?

[My narrow wit hath ne 'e r its  g ate s  unbound
    To thing s  incong ruous , but we lcome s  the s e
    Which ke e p within the  rang e  of re as on's  bound.
How can Extravag anz a hope  to  ple as e ,
    Unle s s  it hath s ome  aim and purpos e  me e t,
    Whe re  humour le ads  the  way and s prig htly e as e ? ]  [End P a g e  5 0 5 ]

Taking  Ce rvante s  at his  word, Francis co Márque z  Villanue va, who has  s olve d s o many of the  hidde n mys te rie s
of the  Quixote, ins is ts  that the  author "ans ía s e r e nte ndido y g uarda s us  te s oros  para e l le ctor culto  y
avis ado" [ye arns  to  be  unde rs tood and ke e ps  his  tre as ure s  for the  e ducate d and s ag acious  re ade r].  The
s ce ne  of the  pe n s us pe nde d in the  air and born e xclus ive ly for the  "e nte rpris e " (empresa) of writing  the
anachronis tic  knig ht-e rrant's  s tory cons titute s  one  of thos e  hidde n tre as ure s  re ple te  with s e cre t code s .

If we  re ad the  s ce ne  from the  cultural coordinate s  of Is lam--thos e  with which Ce rvante s  could have
familiariz e d hims e lf in his  ye ars  of captivity in Alg ie rs  as  we ll as  in S pain--the  prodig ious  pe n that pre pare d
the  Quixote be ars  a clos e  re lations hip to  the  "S upre me  Pe n" or al-qalam al-a'la of the  Koran (6 8:1). Cide 's
pe n, ne ce s s arily Arabic  g ive n the  line ag e  of its  owne r, e xtols  the  fact that the  nove l was  born "para mí s ola"
[for me  alone ] and that the  e nte rpris e  of its  writing  was  "para mí e s taba g uardada" [re s e rve d for me  alone ]
(2:59 2-9 3; 9 40 ).  In this  way, Ce rvante s  g ive s  homag e  to  the  work's  Is lamic conte xt, for this  primordial
Arabic  pe n, as s ociate d with the  s acre d writing  of G od the  cre ator and his  S upre me  Inte lle ct, ins cribe s  the
ine xorable  de s tiny of human be ing s  on the  "We ll-Pre s e rve d Table t" (al-lawh al-mahfuz), als o  of Koranic  orig in
(85:21-22). Looke d at from this  ang le , the  final s ce ne  of the  Quixote no  long e r s e e ms  abs urd but be g ins  to
yie ld up its  s e cre t ironie s .

Le t us  re call, at the  e nd of the  Quixote, the  "mos t prude nt" Cide 's  apos trophe  to  his  writing  ins trume nt:
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Aquí que darás , colg ada de  e s ta e s pe te ra y de  e s te  hilo  de  alambre , ni s é  s i bie n cortada o  mal
tajada pé ñola mía, adonde  vivirás  lue ng os  s ig los , s i pre s untuos os  y malandrine s  his toriadore s  no
te  de s cue lg an para profanarte . Pe ro ante s  que  a ti lle g ue n, le s  pue de s  adve rtir, y de cirle s  e n e l
me jor modo que  pudie re s :

"¡Tate , tate , folloncicos !
De  ning uno s e a tocada;
porque  e s ta e mpre s a, bue n re y,
para mí e s taba g uardada." (2:59 2)

[He re  you s hall re s t, hang ing  from this  rack by this  coppe r wire , my g oos e -quill. Whe the r you are  we ll
or ill cut I know not, but you s hall live  long  ag e s  the re , unle s s  pre s umptuous  and ras cally his torians
take  you down to  profane  you. But be fore  the y approach you, warn the m as  be s t you are  able : [End
P a g e  5 0 6 ]

"Be ware , be ware , you s coundre ls ,
I may be  touche d...
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