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Lewis Carroll's Alice t ext s are all about  "malice" (Cohen, Interviews 108):
t hat  is, t he o:en spit eful at t empt s of  t he male aut hor t o suppress and
cont rol Alice's agency so t hat  Carroll can desire and own her. This cont rol,
and t he anxiet ies Carroll has surrounding female sexualit y and agency, are
expressed via represent at ions of  food and appet it e wit hin t he t ext  and
t he relat ionship of  t hese t o t he feminine. There has always been
somet hing unnerving about  Lewis Carroll's Alice as one very early reviewer
of Alice's Adventures in Wonderland not iced in 1868: "We enjoy t he walk
wit h Alice t hrough Wonderland [but ] now and t hen, perhaps, somet hing
dist urbing almost  wakes us from our dream" (Sigler xii). What  t hat
"somet hing dist urbing" is has been t he subject  of  considerable int erest
for crit ics for some t ime, wit h t he more recent  reading of  t he Alice t ext s
exploring aspect s of  cont rol and desire in t he t ext s, part icularly in t erms
of gender and agency. As Carolyn Sigler not es, "Along wit h many ot her
int erpret at ions, t he Alice books have consist ent ly been read as
port rayals of  t he experience of  growing up and t he const ruct ion of
agency and ident it y" (xiv). The cont emporary st udies of  t he t ext s by
Sigler and especially U. C. Knoepflmacher have cont ribut ed t o discussion
of t he Alice t ext s in t erms of growing up, agency, and ident it y by
recognizing t he diCerences t hat  exist —in t erms of power, in part icular—
bet ween Wonderland and Looking Glass. However, it  is t he cont ent ion of
t his art icle t hat  t he recent  analyses of  t he Alice t ext s have
misrepresent ed, misplaced, and misint erpret ed t he specif icit ies of  t he
gendered power dynamic present  in t he books. This is due t o t he fact
t hat  t he recent  st andout  st udies in t he f ield (Auerbach; Knoepflmacher)
have been eager t o see Alice as a subversive, act ive, empowered
heroine. Addit ionally, some recent  st udies (Auerbach; Kincaid; and
Knoepflmacher in part icular) eit her don't  argue for a gendered power
st ruggle in t he t ext s, or, if  t hey do, f ind t hat  Alice—as opposed [End
Page 22] t o t he cont rolling male aut hor—wins. This st udy will show, in
various ways part icularly surrounding t he presence/absence of  food and
hunger wit hin t he t ext s t hat  t he recent  st udies in t he area are f lawed as
t hey do not  correct ly recognize t he fundament al repression/hat red of
adult  female sexualit y wit hin t he t ext s and Carroll's o:en perverse



at t empt s t o quell t his repulsive sexualit y in his child heroine, Alice.

Crucial t o t his analysis, is t he shi: bet ween t he t wo Alice t ext s as it  has
not  been discussed ext ensively in t he past . Recent  analyses
(Knoepflmacher; Nelson; Sigler) have all not iced t hat  t here is a marked
diCerence in t he way Alice is port rayed and idealized bet ween
Wonderland and Looking Glass, but  t hese st udies have failed t o fully
appreciat e t he significance of  t he shi: in t erms of t he cont rolling male
gaze and female sexualit y. This st udy cont ends t hat  Wonderland and
Looking Glass bot h make similar comment s about  female sexualit y: t hat
is, it 's a fright ening and dest ruct ive force. The ways t hese ideas are
expressed, however, and t he posit ioning of  desire and femininit y in t he
t ext s, are quit e diCerent . Basically, Wonderland is about  possession
whereas Looking Glass is about  loss. The anxiet ies surrounding t hese
t hemes are much more complex t han t his st at ement  suggest s and t his
is examined ext ensively in t his st udy, part icularly in relat ion t o food and
appet it e. As Cat herine Driscoll has indicat ed, t he Alice t ext s read in t he
cont ext  of  Carroll's own anxiet ies, "enable quest ions about  relat ions
bet ween girlhood and feminine adolescence" (42) t o be asked. These
quest ions enable an analysis of  t he Alice t ext s t hat  move away from t he
t endency t o give t he heroine power as it  becomes clear t hat  t he lit t le
girl is cont rolled and manipulat ed by t he male aut hor, as a result  of  his
anxiet ies surrounding her move from girl hood int o adolescence.

Despit e t he well-int ent ioned at t empt s by crit ics (Auerbach; Honig;
Kincaid; Knoepflmacher) t o read Alice as a subversive, act ive heroine in
t he past , t his analysis concludes t hat  such int erpret at ions have been
misplaced and have ignored t he placement  of  women in t he t ext s as well
as t he desiring nat ure of  t he male gaze. The...
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