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Professor Adela Yarbro Collins brings to bearonthe text of the first
Gospelthe latest historical-critical perspectives, providing a full
treatment of such controversialissues as the relationship of canonical
Markto the "Secret Gospelof Mark" and the text of the Gospel, including
its longer endings. She situates the Gospel, withits enigmatic portrait of
the misunderstood Messiah, inthe context of Jewish and Greco-Roman
literature of the first century. Her comments draw on her profound
knowledge of apocalyptic literature as wellas on the traditions of
popular biography in the Greco-Roman world to illuminate the overall

literary form of the Gospel.
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