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Professor Adela Yarbro Collins brings t o bear on t he t ext  of  t he f irst
Gospel t he lat est  hist orical-crit ical perspect ives, providing a full
t reat ment  of  such cont roversial issues as t he relat ionship of  canonical
Mark t o t he "Secret  Gospel of  Mark" and t he t ext  of  t he Gospel, including
it s longer endings. She sit uat es t he Gospel, wit h it s enigmat ic port rait  of
t he misunderst ood Messiah, in t he cont ext  of  Jewish and Greco-Roman
lit erat ure of  t he f irst  cent ury. Her comment s draw on her profound
knowledge of  apocalypt ic lit erat ure as well as on t he t radit ions of
popular biography in t he Greco-Roman world t o illuminat e t he overall
lit erary form of t he Gospel.

The comment ary also int roduces an impressive st ore of  dat a on t he
language and st yle of  Mark, illust rat ed from papyrological and
epigraphical sources. Collins is in const ruct ive dialogue wit h t he wide
range of  scholarship on Mark t hat  has been produced in t he t went iet h
cent ury. Her work will be foundat ional for Markan scholarship in t he f irst
half  of  t he t went y-first  cent ury.
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