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Abstract
Little has been written within emp irically driven criminology about crimes
committed during the conduct of warfare. The laws of war are over a century
old and the current Geneva Conventions more than 50. This p ap er addresses

this gap by p roviding a p artial account of the nature and distribution of
violations of the Geneva Conventions during the August 2008 Georgia–
Russia conflict and during the p ost-conflict occup ation p eriod. Drawing on
numerous investigations by multip le p arties, it establishes that war crimes
were committed by all belligerent p arties. Yet, not all p arties committed
the same typ es or same number of crimes. These distribution factors are
examined in light of international transnational controls and the
motivations each p arty brought to the conflict.
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