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Highlights

We evaluated the effect of tobacco retail permits on overall density and
location.

We examined changes in tobacco retail setting pre/post intervention.

Implementation of tobacco retail permits reduced number of tobacco
outlets.

Enforcement action increased after implementation of tobacco retail
permits.
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permits.

Tobacco retail permits may reduce youth access to tobacco.

Abstract

Objective

To target youth smoking, the impact of a local tobacco retail permit was evaluated on
the number and location of tobacco retailers, and on the level of enforcement and
compliance with tobacco sales regulations from 2010 to 2012 within unincorporated
Santa Clara County, California.

Methods

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) mapping of each of 36 tobacco retailers pre- and
post-intervention, observational surveys of tobacco retail environments pre- and post-
intervention, and post-intervention enforcement surveys to measure location of sales,
level of enforcement action, and compliance with laws governing sale of tobacco
products were conducted.

Results

Eleven (30.6%) of the initial 36 retailers selling tobacco at the start of the intervention
stopped selling tobacco post intervention. Of these 11 retailers, one was within
500Â feet of another retailer, and three were within 1000Â feet of a Kâ€“12 school. Ten
(91%) of the retailers who stopped selling tobacco were non-traditional retailers.

Conclusion

An immediate reduction in the number of stores selling tobacco occurred following
implementation of tobacco retail permitting. Post-implementation, all retailers who
underwent compliance checks were in compliance with laws prohibiting sales of tobacco
to minors. Compliance with laws governing the sale of tobacco has potential to reduce
access and use of tobacco products by youth.
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