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Objective

To assess the developmental impact of surviving a sibling who dies in the neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU).

Study design

Fourteen (13 adults, 1 adolescent) siblings of infants who died in Dartmouth-Hitchcock
Medical Center's NICU between 1980 and 1990 were interviewed. The interviews were
recorded and transcribed verbatim, and prominent themes were coded.

Results

Six siblings rated family communication as veiled or a family secret; 7 reported
unresolved parental mourning. Eleven siblings were rated high on anxiety themes,

Purchase Export

#app
#
#
#
#
#!
#!
#
#
http://blogttn.info/dspace/mx/Q2FuZGxlcyBpbiB0aGUgc25vdzogcml0dWFsIGFuZCBtZW1vcnkgZm9yIHNpYmxpbmdzIG9mIGluZmFudHMgd2hvIGRpZWQgaW4gdGhlIGludGVuc2l2ZSBjYXJlIG51cnNlcnk=


Previous Previous article Next  Next  article

Check if you have access through your login credentials or your institution.

Check Access

or

Purchase Rent at DeepDyve

or

Check for this article elsewhere

unresolved parental mourning. Eleven siblings were rated high on anxiety themes,
including concerns over future pregnancy or anxiety about their mother's health. Photos
and family rituals were helpful to siblings in grieving and remembering the infant.

Conclusions

Although death in the NICU often has a brief course, consequences for survivor siblings
can be life-long. Siblings born both before and after the death of an infant may be at risk
and in need of psychological support. Family rituals and photos are important vehicles of
communication, grieving, and memory for siblings and parents alike. Clinicians should
allow siblings to be active participants in the infant's brief life and death.

Abbreviations
NICU, Neonatal intensive care unit
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