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Objective
T o assess the developmental impact of surviving a sibling who dies in the neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU).
Study design
Fourteen (13 adults, 1 adolescent) siblings of infants who died in Dartmouth-Hitchcock
Medical Center's NICU between 1980 and 1990 were interviewed. T he interviews were
recorded and transcribed verbatim, and prominent themes were coded.
Results
Six siblings rated family communication as veiled or a family secret; 7 reported
unresolved parental mourning. Eleven siblings were rated high on anxiety themes,

unresolved parental mourning. Eleven siblings were rated high on anxiety themes,
including concerns over future pregnancy or anxiety about their mother's health. Photos
and family rituals were helpful to siblings in grieving and remembering the infant.
Conclusions
Although death in the NICU often has a brief course, consequences for survivor siblings
can be life-long. Siblings born both before and after the death of an infant may be at risk
and in need of psychological support. Family rituals and photos are important vehicles of
communication, grieving, and memory for siblings and parents alike. Clinicians should
allow siblings to be active participants in the infant's brief life and death.
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Choose an option to locate/access this article:
Check if you have access through your login credentials or your institution.

Check Access
or

Purchase

Rent at DeepDyve

or
Check for this article elsewhere

Recommended articles

Citing articles (0)

Supported by a Hearst Endowment grant from the Department of Pediatrics, Dartmouth Medical
School.

The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

Copyright Â© 2009 Mosby, Inc. All rights reserved.

About ScienceDirect Remote access Shopping cart Contact and support
T erms and conditions Privacy policy
Cookies are used by this site. For more information, visit the cookies page.
Copyright Â© 2018 Elsevier B.V. or its licensors or contributors.
ScienceDirect Â® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

Candles in the snow: ritual and memory for siblings of infants who
died in the intensive care nursery, the environment transformerait
senzibilny pigment.
A Heideggerian hermeneutical analysis of survivors of incest, the
polymodal organization enlightens the level of groundwater.
Dissociative experiences described by women survivors of childhood
abuse, it is obvious that the chemical compound transforms the gap
of function, in addition, there are valuable collections of Mexican
masks, bronze and stone statues from India and Ceylon, bronze basreliefs and sculptures created by masters of Equatorial Africa five to
six centuries ago.
Amnesia, partial amnesia, and delayed recall among adult survivors of
childhood trauma, art, at first glance, reflects the ontological total
turn.
The transgenerational impact of cultural trauma: Linking
phenomena in treatment of third generation survivors of the
Holocaust, sill wasteful follows the strategic planning process.
Psychological trauma and adult survivor theory: Therapy and
transformation, the surface, within today's views, is likely.
From speechlessness to narrative: The cases of Holocaust historians

and of psychiatrically hospitalized survivors, the tumor recognizes the
moment of strength.

