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The great Netherlandish painter Hieronymus Bosch took his name from the

town in which he spent most of his life, ‘s-Hertogenbosch, near Antwerp in

northern Brabant. However, he was born Jeronimus van Aken, his surname

possibly indicating the family's origins in Aachen, Germany. Both his father

and grandfather were accomplished artists. It is somehow fitting that very

little else is known about the life of this enigmatic painter. An orthodox
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Catholic, he became a prominent member of a religious brotherhood, but his

characteristic paintings are so bizarre that there has been endless

speculation as to their true religious sources. Bosch married well and his

professional fame and success extended well beyond the boundaries of the

parochial town in which he lived. The origins of his style and technique are

far from clear; his manner has little in common with his immediate...
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