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lacitus was one of the greatest historians, though not very
influential i anniguity, when only a tewe authors seem W have tazken
any nolee ol tarm, as e Armangs bMarccellings, Sulpios
severus or Orosius, and even less inflluenual o the Middle Aweses:
For he was konown i the Carclingian age, but disappeared alter
that for centuries'), It was only in the [ovorteenth century that his
histories were read agamn, and during the following centurncs,
eepoctally aller 1570 and the work of Muretus and Lipsias, he
became more and more popular, mammly in France, noco as a
stvlist—or only 1n excepruonal cascs—but as a writer, as a moralist
and as a thinker, 1.e. for his character portravals, for his moral
ideas and for his contributions o political thought,

Was he ever regarded as a model of historiography? Does he
meer rodern siandards of the writing of hisiory, did he meet the
ancient standards and which were they? Was he irying 1o conlinue
and uphold the traditions of the Roman republic? Did he contarm
o hiz ime, did he allow his work o be influenced by the nature of
the pew poaliical system and endeavour 1o Tulh] the expeciatons of
hus vwn comlernporares? What was 1 thal was expected ol a

*) Pares of thay paper were presented on bday 20th, 1986 at the Department of
Classice of the University of Tel Aviv; iy thanks are due o prelessors
Appletiourn, Glucker, Peclman end their collcagues o e invitubien and the
Lelpiul corrermenes during e dsgussian.

1y O othe medieval manaseripls sec K. ] Tarrant ing [ I, Revnolds (ed.],
Fear and Frommmdooan {(Olaford 15, 400404 (major works) and M. Winterbnt
tom ibed. 310-411 [minne workes). A& very briet accoune of carly interest in Tacituy
pven by B O Schellhase, Taertar in Rematosance Poificad Thought (Chicago 1970
3-16, who 15 mainly concerned with his Jater inlluence; see alse ') Burke in: 1.
o, F]c:-rw-::,- (el ). T oo y Laanlan FOGS), 1449-171.
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