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Abst ract

This  s tudy e xplore s  cons traints  e xpe rie nce d by policy re s e arche rs  working  for the  National Commis s ion on
S tude nt As s is tance , an org aniz ation founde d in 19 80  to  inve s tig ate  fe de ral s tude nt aid policy. The  s tudy
analyz e s  how political chang e s  limite d the  s cope  of re s e arch que s tions , influe nce d the  re porting  of
re s ults , and re duce d the  e 6e cts  of the  re s e arch on policy-making . Examination of the  working s  of this
commis s ion s ug g e s ts  that conce rns  about re s e arch in the s e  s e tting s  are  jus tifie d. [okay? ]
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