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Abstract

This studyexplores constraints experienced by policyresearchers working for the National Commissionon
StudentAssistance,anorganizationfounded in 1980 to investigate federal studentaid policy. The study
analyzes how political changes limited the scope ofresearch questions, influenced the reporting of
results,and reduced the effects ofthe researchon policy-making. Examination ofthe workings of this

commissionsuggests thatconcerns aboutresearchinthese settings are justified. [okay?]
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