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Abstract

This article explores the uses of metaphor to express various perspectives about the
concept of â€œteacherâ€. The metaphors came from student-written and teacher-
composed narratives, interviews, articles and texts by education theorists and
methodologists. A variety of metaphors emerged to describe teachers, especially
language teachers, such as Teacher as Conduit, Teacher as Nurturer and Teacher as

Competitor. This article exhibits different, often contradictory metaphors held about
teachers, organizes them according to four major philosophical viewpoints, and shows
how language teaching methods relate to these metaphors. Identifying and fully
understanding these contrasting views can heighten â€œperspective-consciousnessâ€,
increase tolerance and understanding, and make the language classroom a more
welcoming environment for students and teachers alike.
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welcoming environment for students and teachers alike.
Metaphor is the omnipresent principle of language. We cannot get through three
sentences of ordinary discourse without it. (Richards, 1936)
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