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In t his provocat ive st udy, Krist in A. Pruit t  offers a close reading of  pivot al
passages and crit ical concerns in Paradise Lost and examines Milt on’s
present at ion of  Adam and Eve’s relat ionship t hrough t he int ersect ions of
t heology and gender in t he poem. By delving int o several sevent eent h
cent ury comment aries on Genesis, Pruit t  examines t he various
depict ions of  Eve and present s Milt on’s Eve and her relat ionship wit h
Adam. In recent  years, scholars have addressed t he disparat e, oft en
cont radict ory posit ions on gender and hierarchy in Paradise Lost.
However, Pruit t  adds t o t he discussion anot her layer: t hat  t he dialect ic in
t he poem—t he parallels and reversals in st ruct ure, imagery, act ion, and
charact erizat ion—offer a reading from mult iple perspect ives and means
of underst anding one of  t he poem’s principal messages, which is t he dual
emphases on individualit y versus selfhood and relat ionship versus union
as t hey illuminat e t he ideal of  unit y in diversit y.
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