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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

6  ^* S s -te -  ̂X * JlLf Without a He ro and Othe r S torie s  by T. Corag he s s an Boyle  Viking , 19 9 4, 237 pp., $21.9 5
With a fe w brilliant e xce ptions , the  bulk of the  s torie s  in T. Corag he s s an Boyle 's  une ve n colle ction re ly on
clunky irony and a s mug  de tachme nt to  pack the ir tiny punch. The  firs t s tory, "Big  G ame ," about a re al e s tate
mag nate 's  hunt on an e xotic  g ame  ranch outs ide  L.A., e nds  with him blowing  away a one -tus ke d forme r circus
e le phant. The  point, in cas e  we  didn't g e t it, is  that big  g ame  hunting  is  a "big  g ame ." In "Carnal Knowle dg e ,"
a horny man with a de ad-e nd job follows  a be autiful woman animalrig hts  activis t to  a raid on a turke y farm,
only to  s e e  the  ne wly fre e d birds  g e t s quas he d by a s e mi. Othe r s torie s  de pe nd on s imilarly contrive d
s ituations : a football playe r who has  ne ve r won a g ame , a fathe r lying  to  his  s on about his  pas t drug  us e .
Without a He ro is  not a total los s , howe ve r. Whe n Boyle  focus e s  on pe ople , not the  s e lf-cons cious ly
fabricate d drcums tance s  in which he  puts  the m, his  fiction is  de lig htful. In the  title  s tory, the  protag onis t
love s  and los e s  a be autiful vinylboot -clad Rus s ian immig rant, and in "Little  Ame rica," a home le s s  man
s hang hais  William Byrd III, s on of the  g re at Arctic  e xplore r, who is  s u e ring  from Alz he ime r's . The  odd
drcums tance s  of the s e  s torie s  are  vintag e  Boyle , but unlike  the  re s t of the  colle ction, the y are
compas s ionate  toward the ir characte rs . The  Alie nis t by Cale b Carr Random Hous e , 19 9 4, 49 6  pp., $22 It is
189 6 , and in Ne w York City, young  immig rant boy pros titute s  have  be come  the  pre y of a s e e ming ly
uns toppable  s e rial kille r. The  pre s s  will not cove r "the  boywhore  murde rs ," and the  police , little  be tte r than
criminals  the ms e lve s , re fus e  to  acknowle dg e  homos e xual pros titution, or to  g o a e r an as s ailant who
works  with Jack-the Rippe r -like  s avag e ry. In Cale b Can's  his torical de te ctive  nove l The  Alie nis t, an unlike ly
g roup of pe ople  as s e mble d by police  commis s ione r The odore  Roos e ve lt , jo in force s  to  cove rtly
inve s tig ate  the  g ris ly mutilations . He ade d by re nowne d ps ycholog is t, or "alie nis t," Dr. Las z lo  Kre iz le r, the
te am als o include s  John S chuyle r Moore , a Ne w York Time s  journalis t with knowle dg e  of the  criminal
unde rworld, and S ara Howard, a police  de partme nt s e cre tary with a thirs t for s e rious  inve s tig ative  work. The
novice  de te ctive s  us e  the  work of philos ophe rs  and e volutionis ts  , from Hume  and Locke  The  Mis s ouri
Re vie w · 20 7 to  S pe nce r and S chope nhaue r, to  rid the ms e lve s  of pre conce ptions  about human be havior.
The y ope rate  according  to  the  unconve ntional pre mis e  that kille rs  are  not born, but made . Thus  by
re cre ating  the  conte xt of the  pe rpe trator's  Ufe , the y hope  to  find the  murde re r. De s pite  the ir inte ns ive
e orts , the y re main one  s te p be hind the  s hre wd kiUe r, le ading  the m to be He ve  that the y are  be ing
manipulate d e ve ry s te p of the  way. Frus trating  the ir inve s tig ation e ve n furthe r are  the  "g uardians  of the
s odai orde r," the  Epis copal church, Ame rican finande r J.P. Morg an and anti-union politidans , aU of whom vie w
the  murde rs  as  a way of ke e ping  the  immig rants  s care d and in the ir place . In s traig htforward, unfus s y pros e ,
Carr re cre ate s  the  s e amine s s  of the  Ne w York unde rworld in the  189 0 s , and juxtapos e s  it with the  lus h
life s tyle s  of bus ine s s  tycoons  and the  Four Hundre d top familie s . Thoug h e xce s s ive  de tails  from Carr's
re s e arch occas ionaUy s low the  pace , The  Alie nis t is  a g ripping  his torical mys te ry . A Handbook of Tibe tan
Culture  Compile d by the  Orie nt Foundation Edite d by G raham Cole man S hambhala, 19 9 3, 430  pp., $18 TAe
Encyclope dia of Eas te rn Philos ophy and Re lig ion— Buddhis m, Hinduis m, Taois m, Z e n Edite d by Ing rid
Fis che rS chre ibe r , Franz -Karl Erhard, Kurt Fre drichs , and Michae l S . Die ne r S hambhala, 19 89 , 46 8 pp., $22.50
Books  about s piritual practice  20 8 ' The  Mis s ouri Re vie w have  be e n re aching  g e ne ral popularity ag ain, s o
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much s o that Publis he r 's  We e kly re ce ntly ran an article  about the  as tounding  s ale s  s ucce s s  of books  that
purport to  ans we r the  s oul's  de e p long ing s . Both authors  and pre s s e s  are  faUing  all ove r the ms e lve s  trying
to catch the  wave  of popularity. Unfortunate ly, works  that promis e  to  que nch s piritual thirs t o e n de live r,
ins te ad, a boring  s e t of platitude s  s unk in a mire  of ps ycholog ical oatme al. Wors e  are  the  Ne w Ag e ...
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