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Sawankoloke-Sukhothai Wares from the
Empress Place Site, Singapore
Cheryl-Ann Low

Abstract

Textual records suggest that Singapore and Thailand had a political
relationship in the 14th century. Wang Dayuan, a Chinese traveller who
visited Singapore in the 14th century recorded an attack by the Siamese
sometime before 1349. A 16th-century account records that a local ruler in
Singapore was a relative and vassal of the Siamese king. The former was
murdered and his position usurped by a renegade prince from Palembang.
the Siamese consequently drove the usurper out of Singapore. An
archaeological excavation was conducted at the Empress Place Building site
in 1998. The discovery of ceramics produced by the kilns of Sawankoloke and
Sukhothai in the 14th and 15th centuries adds another dimension to the
knowledge about the trading relationship between Singapore (Temasek) and
Thailand (Ayutthaya).
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