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Introduction

The goal of  t his art icle is t o invest igat e t he role of  t he revived (“second”)
Pat riarchat e of  Pe� in Serbian and Balkan hist ory, part icularly wit h
respect  t o (a) t he Serbian Church’s influence in t he creat ion of  a Serbian
nat ional ident it y during t he f irst  decades of  t he Ot t oman occupat ion of
Serbian lands; (b) Serbian-Turkish relat ions in t he second half  of  t he 16t h
cent ury; and (c) t he reasons for Serbian disloyalt y t owards t he Ot t oman
government  at  t he t urn of  t he 17t h cent ury.

This art icle addresses t he causes of  t he decline of  t he Ot t oman
Empire, once among t he most  powerful European st at es in t he New Age
of European hist ory. The decline of  t he Ot t oman Empire was a prelude
t o t he “East ern Quest ion” in t he Balkans, i.e., t he quest ion of  t he survival
of  t he Ot t oman Empire in Europe.  This was one of  t he crucial quest ions
in t he hist ory of  Europe from t he t ime of t he Reformat ion t o t he
beginning of  t he First  World War. The met hodology employed in t his
paper consist s of  analysis of  available document s and comparison of
di erent  hist orical sources and lit erat ure on t he subject .

The Pat riarchat e of  Pe� is a subject  of  major significance as it  was t he
only Serbian nat ional inst it ut ion wit hin t he Ot t oman Empire and was
crucial in influencing t he Serbian people t o remain loyal t o t he Ort hodox
fait h rat her t han convert  t o Islam. The pat riarchat e was responsible as
well for preserving Serbia’s medieval herit age and t he idea of  an
independent  nat ional st at e. Under t he influence of  t he pat riarchat e,
Ort hodox Christ ianit y became t he [End Page 14 3] cornerst one of
Serbian nat ional ident it y, a role t hat  has cont inued t o t he present  day.

The Pat riarchat e of  Pe� was founded in 1346, during t he reign of  t he
most  significant  Serbian ruler—Emperor St efan Dušan, “t he Might y”
(1331–55) (Fig. 1 following p. 167).  The foundat ion of  t he nat ional
Serbian Pat riarchat e of  Pe� was t he consequence of  a new polit ical
sit uat ion on t he Balkan Peninsula, t he emergence of  Serbia as t he most
powerful count ry in t he region posit ioned t o replace t he Byzant ine
Empire. In t he same year as t he founding of  t he pat riarchat e, Dušan t he
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Might y was crowned t he emperor of  Serbs and Greeks (i.e., t he
Byzant ines) by t he pat riarch of  Pe�. The period t hat  followed was one of
full independence of  t he Serbian medieval church from t he Greek one,
named t he Ecumenical Church in Const ant inople.

The hist ory of  t he Pat riarchat e of  Pe� can be divided int o t wo periods,
wit h a long int errupt ion bet ween t hem last ing approximat ely one
cent ury: from 1346 t o 1459 and from 1557 t o 1766. In t he f irst  period t he
Pat riarchat e of  Pe� was t he st at e church of  t he independent  medieval
Serbia.  When t he Ot t oman Turks conquered Serbia in 1459 t he
pat riarchat e, as t he Serbian nat ional church, was soon abolished (most
likely in 1463), and it  did not  exist  for a cent ury, unt il it s revival in 1557.
However, t he revived pat riarchat e found it self  in a new polit ical sit uat ion.
Now, from 1557 t o 1766, t he new Pat riarchat e of  Pe� was under t he
t ot al cont rol of  t he aut horit ies of  t he Ot t oman Empire. Yet , t he t errit ory
under t he jurisdict ion of  t he “second” pat riarchat e was great er t han
t hat  of  t he “first ” pat riarchat e (Fig. 2).

The “second” Pat riarchat e of  Pe� had jurisdict ion over all Serbs in t he
Ot t oman Empire. It  is import ant  t o st ress t hat  only t wo (Ort hodox)
pat riarchat es, t he Greek Pat riarchat e of  Const ant inople and t he Serbian
Pat riarchat e [End Page 14 4 ] of  Pe�, were permit t ed t o exist  in t he
Turkish st at e a er t he Ot t oman conquest  of  t he largest  part  of  t he
Balkans. A er t he fall of  t he independent  Serbian st at e, t he Pat riarchat e
of Pe� was t he only inst it ut ion t hat  could unit e all Serbs in t he Ot t oman
Empire. The pat riarchat e act ually became a represent at ive inst it ut ion of
t he Serbs before t he Ot t oman government . Essent ially, in t he eyes of
t he Serbs, t he “second” Pat riarchat e of  Pe� was a subst it ut e for t he
lost  nat ional Serbian st at e.

The main funct ions of  t he “second” pat riarchat e during t he t wo
cent uries of  it s exist ence were t o prevent  t he Serbs from convert ing t o
t he Islamic fait h, t o...
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