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Writ ing t he lesbian body has become more common of lat e, making
reading it  all t he more di4icult . Less hidden, and so more crypt ic t han
ever, t he lesbian body increasingly appears as an act ual variabilit y set
wit hin t he decors of  everyday discourses. Signs of  her presence appear
on t he cover of  ELLE, for example, or in popular f ilm and paperback
det ect ive myst eries as bot h t he sleut h and femme fatale, in t ext s t hat
range from Mary Wing’s overt  lesbian t hriller She Came Too Late (1987) t o
t he conflict ed, sympt omat ic lesbian sub-plot  in Bob Rafelson’s Black
Widow (1986). She appeared disguised as a vampire in Tony Scot t ’s The
Hunger (1983), and masquerading as t he lat est  American out law hero in
Thelma and Louise (1991). On t elevision, she’s making her appearance on
t he evening soap L.A. Law, and she virt ually made MTV via Madonna’s
Justify Your Love music video. When MTV censored t he video, she
appeared on ABC’s Nightline inst ead, under t he guise of  “news.”
Elsewhere, in t he lat est  lesbian mail-order video from Femme Fat ale—a
discursive sit e where t he lesbian imaginary meet s t he sex indust ry—you
can find her on all fours and dressed in leat her or feat hers, or leat her and
feat hers, t ypically wearing a phallic silicone simulacrum. Recent ly, she’s
appeared in t he t rappings of  San Francisco’s lesbian bar cult ure passing
as a collect ion of  art  phot ographs in Della Grace’s Love Bites (1991).
Meanwhile, PBS will be broadcast ing in t he spring of  ‘92 a BBC product ion
depict ing t he t orrid a4air bet ween Violet  Treyfusis and Vit a Sackville-
West  int o t he living rooms of millions of  devot ed PBS viewers. And Susie
Bright , aut hor of  Susie Sexpert’s Lesbian Sex World (1990), is making virt ual
sexual realit y wit h her Virtual Sex World Reader t o be published in Spring
of 1992 by Cleis Press. Lesbian comput er nerds are wait ing for Bright  t o
assist  in t he world’s f irst  lesbian virt ual sex program, t hat  is, t he f irst
virt ual realit y program designed by a lesbian. Same-sex sex bet ween
women is already a menu opt ion on t he popular on-line Virt ual Valerie,
along wit h a menu for a variet y of  sex t oy applicat ions. Let ’s face it ;
lesbian bodies in post modernit y are going broadcast , t hey’re going
t echno-cult ure, and t hey’re going mainst ream.

In t he process of  mainst reaming, in which minorit arian and majorit y
significat ions int ermingle, t he lesbian body of  signs is exposed as an
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essent ially dis-organ-ized body.  The lesbian is as fant asmat ic a
const ruct  as t he woman. There are women, and t here are lesbian bodies
—each body crossed by mult iplicit ous signifying regimes and by di4erent
hist ories, di4erent  t echnologies of  represent at ion and reproduct ion,
and di4erent  social experiences of  being lesbian det ermined by et hnicit y,
class, gender ident it y and sexual pract ices. In ot her words, as lesbian
bodies become more visible in mainst ream cult ure, t he di4erences
amongst  t hese bodies also become more apparent . There is a freedom
and a loss inscribed in t his current  cult ural st at e of  being lesbian. On t he
one hand, lesbians are given great er exempt ion from a cat egorical call
t hat  would delimit  t hem from t he cult ural spaces of  t he anyt ime,
anywhere. On t he ot her hand, t he call of  ident it y polit ics becomes
increasingly problemat ized.

The problem of ident it y is always a problem of significat ion in regard
t o hist orically-specif ic social relat ions. Various at t empt s have been made
t o locat e a lesbian ident it y, most  inculcat ed in t he grand nominalizing
imperat ive bequeat hed us by t he Vict orian t axonomies of  “sexual”
science. Should we define t he lesbian by a specif ic sexual pract ice, or by
t he lack t hereof? By a hist ory of  act ual, or virt ual, relat ions? Can she be
ident if ied once and for all by t he presence of  a public, broadcast  kiss, by
an act  of  self-proclamat ion, or by an act  of  communit y out ing? Should we
know her by t he absence of  t he penis, or by t he presence of  a silicone
simulacrum? Surely t his mat erial delimit at ion may go t oo far—for
shouldn’t  we wonder whet her or not  a lesbian t ext , for all t hat , can be
writ t en across t he body of...
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