
The state of American federalism 2008-2009:
The presidential election, the economic
downturn, and the consequences for
federalism.

The State of American Federalism 2008–2009:
The Presidential Election, the Economic
Downturn, and the Consequences for
Federalism 
John Dinan, Shama Gamkhar

Publius: The Journal of Federalism, Volume 39, Issue 3, 1 January 2009, Pages 369–
407, https://doi.org/10.1093/publius/pjp012
Published:  14  May 2009

Article Navig ation

 Split View



Views



 PDF

Cite

  

#
#
#
#
https://doi.org/10.1093/publius/pjp012
#
#
#
#
http://blogttn.info/dspace/mx/VGhlIHN0YXRlIG9mIEFtZXJpY2FuIGZlZGVyYWxpc20gMjAwOC0yMDA5OiBUaGUgcHJlc2lkZW50aWFsIGVsZWN0aW9uLCB0aGUgZWNvbm9taWMgZG93bnR1cm4sIGFuZCB0aGUgY29uc2VxdWVuY2VzIGZvciBmZWRlcmFsaXNt


750
Views

11
Citations

View Metrics

Email Twitter Facebook



Permissions



Share



Abstract

© The Author 2009. Published by Oxf ord University Press on behalf  of  CSF Associates:
Publius, Inc. All rig hts reserved. For permissions, please email:
journals.permissions@oxf ordjournals.org .

Issue Section:
Articles
Download all figures

The most consequential developments for American federalism in 2008–

2009 were the presidential election and economic recession. After several

years when states were the primary innovators on many issues that topped

the policy agenda, the economic downturn drew renewed attention to

federal policy-making, given the greater resources and capacities of the

federal government. Although federalism was not a dominant issue in the

presidential campaign, Barack Obama's election and sizable Democratic

congressional gains had important implications for federal-state relations

by putting federal power in the service of a different set of policy goals,

encouraging state experimentation on a different set of policy issues, and

producing a greater willingness to respond to state pleas for financial

assistance.
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