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Focusing on lit erary and popular poet s, as well as work by women, African
Americans, and soldiers, t his book considers how writ ers used poet ry t o
art iculat e t heir relat ionships t o family, communit y, and nat ion during t he
Civil War. Fait h Barret t  suggest s t hat  t he nat ionalist  “we” and t he
personal “I” are not  opposed in t his era; rat her t hey are relat ed posit ions
on a cont inuous spect rum of pot ent ial st ances. For example, while Julia
Ward Howe became famous for her “Bat t le Hymn of t he Republic,” in an
earlier poem t it led “The Lyric I” she st ruggles t o negot iat e her
relat ionship t o domest ic, aest het ic, and polit ical st ances. Barret t  makes
t he case t hat  Americans on bot h sides of  t he st ruggle believed t hat
poet ry had an import ant  role t o play in defining nat ional ident it y. She
considers how poet s creat ed a plat form from which t hey could speak
bot h t o t heir own families and local communit ies and t o t he nat ions of
t he Confederacy, t he Union, and t he Unit ed St at es. She argues t hat  t he
Civil War changed t he way American poet s addressed t heir audiences and
t hat  Civil War poet ry changed t he way Americans underst ood t heir
relat ionship t o t he nat ion.
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