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Purpose: T his stud y investigated the relationship between home literacy
experiences and bilingual preschoolers’ early literacy outcomes.
Method: Forty-three Puerto Rican mother-child d yad s recruited from Head
Start programs in central Pennsylvania participated in this stud y of home
literacy experiences and emerging English literacy abilities. T he d yad s were
grouped accord ing to whether the child ren had learned Spanish and English
from birth (simultaneously; n = 28) or Spanish from birth and English in Head
Start (sequentially; n = 15). Mothers of simultaneous and sequential learners
were compared on the value they placed on literacy, press for achievement,

the number of read ing materials that were available in the home, and how
often they read to their child . T he child ren were compared on their scores on
the T est of Early Read ing Ability-2 (Reid , Hresko, & Hammill, 1991), which was
given d uring the first and second years of their Head Start program.
Results: Mothers of simultaneous and sequential learners d iffered with
regard to mothers’ press for achievement. No d ifferences were found
between the two groups with respect to the other measures. When the early
literacy abilities of the two groups of child ren were assessed , all learners had
comparable mean emergent read ing scores. T he mean literacy scores of the
entire group of child ren were significantly lower at Year 2 as compared to
Year 1.
Clinical Implications: Although the child ren experienced literacy activities at
home and in Head Start, it appears that child ren’s literacy d evelopment
would benefit from increased exposure to literacy materials and literacy
events d uring the preschool years.
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