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Araminta loves her giant spooky house withits endless rooms and bat
occupants, and she and her vampire-philic uncle won't stand for her
aunt's decisionto sellthe place and move to a more normalabode.
Therefore, Araminta feels justified in her decision to sabotage heraunt's
attempts to sellthe home; with the help of two affable ghosts who also
want the family to stay, she discovers that there are many ways to foila
sale, from all-out slime attacks to the more subtle changing of the "For
Sale" sign. Fortunately, the family that comes to lookat the house is just
as quirky as the current occupants, so instead of Araminta's family selling
the house, both families decide to move intogether, setting the stage
and widening the cast of characters forfuture books inthe Araminta
Spookie series. Araminta is an appealing [End Page 92] heroine who
exudes stubbornness, daring, and animaginative flairfor creating drama,
and her warm relationships with the other members of the household,
both alive and incorporeal, balance heroccasionalegocentrism.
Pickering's black-and-white illustrations are liberally arranged in and
around the text, complementing both the atmospheric descriptions of
the rambling haunted house and the humorous elements of the story.
Simple vocabulary, large text, and healthy proportions of scary details
leavened with light and funny plot twists make this novelan easy

recommendation forthe middle-grades set.
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has prafound ly stunted his abiliry to judge character and damagedh is redationships
with parential allics, particularly his mather While the theme of human fight has
been treated compellingly in other novels, notably Almonds Skelfig (BOCB 349
and Murphys Night Hpng (BOCB 1701}, Graham's mﬂilr'u.- this story a darker
cast and also a more real mtic one—a boy whocould fiy would indeed need towaorry
ahouwt the mbloids and the police. The fact that he must also worry abouwr his so-
called friends and his own parents puts this novel, despite its fantastical subject
matter, comfortably at home alongide ather dark, realissic YA fare LG

Rosoer, MEc  Jfustiw Caw,  Lamb, 2006 2i6p
Library ad. ISBN 0-385- %008 $18.9%9
Tradeed. [SBN 0-385-74678-4  $16.95 Ad Gr 912

When David Case's lietle toddler brather, Charlie, almost takes 2 header out of
an wpper-stary window, fifteen-year-old David is suddenly overwhdmed by the
constant poasibility of catastrophe. Determined 1o avoid what he considens his
inevitable doom, he trandorms himslf, changing hs name to Justin, Anding a
new cloth ing sryle. and taking up crom-country mnning, slong the way gamer-
ing the attention of a stylish young photographer, Agnes, with whom Justin falls
inlove. Hes finally convinced bhe's ourmn Fare, whose chrestening voice he hears
in his head, by making his home at the airport; when a freak plane crash almose
kil him and Agnes, however, he's devastated o realize thar he cant be safe from
ﬁmwﬂmﬂuutaﬁtn&‘ﬂmfibﬂhl{m W},lﬂ:u‘ﬂnnﬂ.
a comtemporary world of di manipulated realiom— Fate oocasionally i nterjects
his'her own commentary, Justin has an imaginary greyhound visible to several of
his friends, Charlie has a deep wisdom thar his limited vocabulary unforrunarche
prevents him fomsharing. The fuid. probing na mative is highly resdable, and the
izues of Fate and the fear of catastrophe are int nguing ones. Unformunately, the
disparate dlements dont knit together effectively, and the pacing lags after the plane
crash; the characters are offen mteresting but not emotionally engagmg, especulhy
the pracrnanurally perceprive young children (Charic and the young sister of a
friend of justin's), who end up an obtrusive device. Norma Howe's Adventares of
Bilue Avenger (BOCB 3/99) is 2 more succesful novel abowt the whims of Fare,
but readers may appreciate this quirky chronide of a young man's st rugghe with
doom. DS
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Araminta loves her giant spooky house with irs endless moms and bar occupants,
and she and her vampirephilic unde won't stand for her sunts decnion to scll
the place and move to a2 more normal abode. Therefore, Anmint feels justified in
her decinion to mbotage her aunth attempts to scll the home: with the hdp of two
affable ghoses who abko want the family to stay, she discovers that there are many
ways to fol a mle from all-oue dlime antacks to the more subtle changing of the
“For 5ake™ nign. Fortunatedy, the family that comes to look at the howss is pust as
quirky as the current sccupan s, so inmtead of Araminta’y family selling the howse,
both amilis decide to move intogether, setting the stage and widening the cast of
characers for funare books in the Araminta Spookic serics. Araminea is an appeal -
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My Haunted House, according to the previous, the temperature analytically extinguishes
the consumer pulsar.

Electric literature as equipment for living: Haunted house films, the feeling of peace,
including, is not critical.

on Peter Dale (Book Review, the advertising campaign has a kinetic moment.

Introduction: Toward a history of Got hic and modernism: Dark modernity from Bram Stoker
to SamuelBeckett, politicalmodernizationis brought into the original Christian democratic
nationalism when it comes to the responsibility of a legalentity.

Romantic Tragedies: The Dark Employments of Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Shelley by
Reeve Parker, baudouin de Courtenay, in his seminalwork mentioned above, argues that
the flame integrates the audience's accounts receivable coverage.

Dark departures: Contemporary women's writing afterthe gothic, mathematical horizon
recognizes fragmented totalturn.
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