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Abstract: This pa per consid ers notions of pla y a nd pla y f ulness a rticula ted by
poststructura list a nd postmod ern theorists, a pply ing these id ea s to Child 's picture
book oeuv re. Pla y f ulness in Child 's w ork ma nif ests in her use of f orms such a s colla ge;

her d eploy ment of v isua l pa tterns a nd ima ges w hich occur a nd re-occur a cross her
books; the intertextua l pla y of her na rra tiv es; a nd her positioning of rea d ers a s
pla y f ul pa rticipa nts in a process of ma king mea nings.
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