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Abst ract

This  e s s ay arg ue s  that a little -s tudie d te xt, Eliz abe th G rant’s  Memoirs of a Highland Lady, o e rs  ins ig hts  into
conditions  of authors hip and publication for middle -clas s  provincial fe male  authors  from the  e arly
nine te e nth ce ntury to  the  turn of the  twe ntie th. While  critics  have  o e n s e e n manus cript de clining  as  a form
of lite rary publication by the  e nd of the  Romantic  pe riod, I arg ue  that G rant—who comple te d he r me moir in
1854—chos e  to  “publis h” in manus cript e ve n as  s he  pre s e nte d he rs e lf as  his torian and his toriog raphe r of
the  Hig hlands . G rant s hows  he r aware ne s s  of a s hi ing  Victorian me dia e nvironme nt by analyz ing  chang e s  in
s ys te ms  of communication and circulation. He r manus cript me moirs  de mons trate  that Victorians , like
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ours e lve s , o e n vie we d his tory throug h the  le ns  of me dia s hi .
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