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Profe s s or Tourraix is  an optimis tic  re actionary. He  s e ts  out his  aim with re fre s hing  clarity. He  s e e ks  to
challe ng e  "l'orthodoxie  provis oire me nt é tablie ," which de nie s  that the  G re e ks  we re  "tributaire s  de  la
re pré s e ntation du monde  vé hiculé e  par le ur lang ue . . . indo-e uropé e nne ." Tourraix accus e s  the  "ade pts " of
this  "orthodoxy" of c iting  Dumé z il whe n he  e xclude d G re e ce  from the  re g ularity of Indo-Europe an patte rns
of thoug ht, while  the y re je ct his  bas ic  trifunctional the ory. This , Tourraix ins is ts , is  not a "doctrine " or an
"ide olog ical cre do," but the  re s ult of a "rational e laboration" (15-16 ).

Tourraix is  not conce rne d with radical outs ide rs . He  dis mis s e s  the  whole  of S aid's  Orientalism be caus e  of the
latte r's  blunde r in re fe rring  to  the  chorus  of the  Persae as  wome n. He  warns  that Be rnal s hould not be  take n
s e rious ly be caus e  his  works  are  not founde d on a "s cie ntific  hypothe s is  but on ide olog ical
pre s uppos itions " (75). Tourraix's  oppone nts  are  the  profe s s ional c las s icis ts , notably Martin We s t, Walte r
Burke rt, and Ruth Edwards . The s e  promote  the  ide a of a s ubs tantial S outhwe s t As ian influe nce  on G re e k
civiliz ation but are  unconce rne d with Eg ypt. In the  te rminolog y of this  re vie we r, Tourraix's  pole mic is  not
ag ains t the  "Re vis e d Ancie nt Mode l" but as  a s upporte r of the  "Extre me " ve rs ion, he  oppos e s  the  "Broad
Aryan Mode l."

Tourraix's  two ce nte rs  of conce rn are  Troy and The be s . Troy inte re s ts  him as  a marg inal e ntity be twe e n
G re e k and Barbarian. He  admits  that potte ry and Hittite  te xts  indicate  that the re  we re  Myce nae an influe nce s
in the  Troad. On the  othe r hand, he  rig htly points  out that Home r He lle niz e d the  Trojans  more  than e vide nce
from othe r s ource s  can s us tain. It has  als o  be e n impos s ible  to  corre late  the  Home ric  ve rs ion of the  city's  fall
with the  date  and s cale  of the  de s tructions  of Troy VI, VIIa, and VIIb. Tourraix the re fore  follows  the  hypothe s is
of Paul Wathe le t that the  de s truction de s cribe d in the  e pics  was  not that of an unimportant s e ttle me nt on
the  Dardane lle s  but was  re ally that of the  g re at Greek c ity of The be s , which was  undoubte dly de s troye d in the
thirte e nth ce ntury B.C .E.

This  is  jus t one  e xample  of Tourraix's  g e ne ral approach, which is  not to  acce pt thing s  at face  value  but to
probe  more  de e ply. On the  ce ntral the me  of his  [End P a g e  6 2 9 ] book, he  ag re e s  that many G re e k myths
and le g e nds  would s ug g e s t "Orie ntal" conne ctions  and orig ins  and that much G re e k iconog raphy appe ars
to be  "Orie ntal" or Eg yptian (75). But he  knows  that s uch s ymbols  we re  de void of conte nt (23). Unfortunate ly
for his  s cie ntific  cre de ntials , howe ve r, he  fre que ntly has  to  re ly on the  words  probablement or peut-être to  s e e
Indo-Europe an e s s e nce s  be hind the  Orie ntal forms  (e .g ., 22-23).

Cle arly Tourraix has  always  be e n conce rne d with Indo-Europe an "culture s ." He  has  publis he d e xte ns ive ly on
both G re e ks  and Pe rs ians  and the  re lations  be twe e n the m. Whe n looking  at G re e k culture , he  s e e s  thre e
main indicators  of "l'hé ritag e  indo-e uropé e n." The  firs t is  lang uag e : He  take s  a Whorfian vie w of its
de te rmining  powe r and is  unconce rne d that le s s  than 40  pe rce nt of the  G re e k vocabulary has  known Indo-
Europe an cog nate s . The  s e cond indicator is  trifunctionalis m: Tourraix s e e s  the  Indo-Europe an bas e
whe ne ve r he  e ncounte rs  a triple . Thre e , howe ve r, is  an attractive  numbe r to  s pe ake rs  of many lang uag e s .
The  Chris tian Trinity appe ars  to  have  orig inate d among  Aramaic s pe ake rs , and Me s opotamian and
Phoe nician citie s  had the  s ame  tripartite  divis ion of the  male  inhabitants  into  citiz e n, re s ide nt alie n, and
s lave  that late r occurre d in the  G re e k poleis. Thus , be s ide s  its  vag ue ne s s , trifunctionalis m is  not an...
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