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This issue gathers recentworkinpostcolonial criticismand theory. The perspectives represented and
contexts considered (South Africa, Canada, the United States, India, Pakistan) are the resultofanespecial—
and still all-too-uncommon—effort to attend to scholarship produced inthe global South, ratherthansimply
entrenching furtherthe associationofpostcolonial studies with a relatively narrow coterie of metropolitan
migrants. At the same time, inbringing togetherwork engaged withsubalternstudies historiographyin
India (particularly the contributions of Sanjay Seth and Rosinka Chaudhuri) and work explicitly concerned
with U.S.imperialismand contemporary globalization (particularly the contributions of Pius Adesanmi and
Mark Driscoll), the issue poses once more aquestionraised bythe last Social Text specialissue onthis topic
—published in 1992, in the wake ofthe first Gulf War—around the theorization ofthe postcolonialitself!
Vigorously questioned inthat setting innow-classic essays byElla Shohat and Anne McClintock, the term
postcolonial may have provenitselfto be mostuseful preciselywhenitis placed undersevere pressure,
angled to highlight the necessarilyuneasyrelationship betweencolonial pastand neocolonial present,
history writing and current critique, cultural studies and politicaleconomy, as atask or proble matic rather
thana method ormap.?In1992 Shohat noted what she termed the "puzzling" absence ofthe term
postcolonialin the rhetoric ofthe academic oppositionto the GulfWar (in contrastto commonlyinvoked
terms such as imperialism and eve n neocolonialism). She wondered inresponse whethersomething about
the rubric ofthe postcolonial"does notlend itselfto ageopolitical critique";inthe open-ended present of

the "waronterror," the relative invisibilityofexplicitly postcolonial analysis mustbeg the same question.3

Instead ofrehearsing those definitionaldebates orsimply offering overviews ofthe essays that follow, I will
commentbrieflyonanissue that has long haunted methodologicalconcerns inpostcolonial studies: the
politics ofinterdisciplinarity. The following essays raise this issue indisparate arenas and different ways
(whether Sarah Nuttall's recourse to ethnography and fe minist critique; Rosinka Chaudhuri's conjoining of
poetics,translationstudies,and historiography; KamranAsdarAli's attending to reader-response criticism
as wellas the sociologyofreligion;or Mark [End Page 1] Driscoll's "isomorphic" linking ofglobal
economics and the representational politics of U.S. supermarkettabloids). Chaudhuri's illuminating
critique ofthe uses of Rabindranath Tagore inthe scholarship of Ranajit Guha and Dipesh Chakrabarty
provides anentrée to this concern, as she asks inparticularabout the uses and misuses ofthe literaryin
postcolonial criticism. Stuart Hall has suggested that partofthe reasonforthe failure of postcolonial work
to deal with the economic maybe thatithas been"mostfullydeveloped byliteraryscholars, who have been
reluctant to make the break across disciplinary (even postdisciplinary) boundaries required to advance the
argument."* Ifso, one might note thatinthe pastdecade there has beensomething ofa
counterdevelopment,inwhichagreatdealofpostcolonial criticism, writtenunder the influence ofthe
Birminghamschoolofcultural studies, has tended to consider literaryreadings,especiallyofforms outside
mass market publishing and journalism, atbestunseemlyand at worstirrelevant.®

Itis particularly crucialin this regard to raise the questionofgenre, which Chaudhuriintroduces butdoes
not pursue. Challenging Chakrabarty's claimofan "intimate " historical link between fiction and Bengali
political modernity, Chaudhuri re minds us onthe contrarythat poetrywas the more influential genre in the
literature of Bengali nationalism during the second half ofthe nineteenth century. She notes that the novel
and the nation "have beensymbioticallylinked togetherinaprofusionofpostcolonial works," an
understatementatbest;evenahaphazard review ofthe mainworks ofscholarship shows thatinthe realmof
representation, postcolonialismhas almostexclusivelybeenconsidered through the novel.

Jahan Ramazani's groundbreaking The Hybrid Muse (2001) is the first—and...
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