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This  is s ue  g athe rs  re ce nt work in pos tcolonial critic is m and the ory. The  pe rs pe ctive s  re pre s e nte d and
conte xts  cons ide re d (S outh Africa, Canada, the  Unite d S tate s , India, Pakis tan) are  the  re s ult of an e s pe cial—
and s till all-too-uncommon—e :ort to  atte nd to  s cholars hip produce d in the  g lobal S outh, rathe r than s imply
e ntre nching  furthe r the  as s ociation of pos tcolonial s tudie s  with a re lative ly narrow cote rie  of me tropolitan
mig rants . At the  s ame  time , in bring ing  tog e the r work e ng ag e d with s ubalte rn s tudie s  his toriog raphy in
India (particularly the  contributions  of S anjay S e th and Ros inka Chaudhuri) and work e xplicitly conce rne d
with U.S . impe rialis m and conte mporary g lobaliz ation (particularly the  contributions  of Pius  Ade s anmi and
Mark Dris coll), the  is s ue  pos e s  once  more  a que s tion rais e d by the  las t Social Text s pe cial is s ue  on this  topic
—publis he d in 19 9 2, in the  wake  of the  firs t G ulf War—around the  the oriz ation of the  pos tcolonial its e lf.
Vig orous ly que s tione d in that s e tting  in now-clas s ic  e s s ays  by Ella S hohat and Anne  McClintock, the  te rm
postcolonial may have  prove n its e lf to  be  mos t us e ful pre cis e ly whe n it is  place d unde r s e ve re  pre s s ure ,
ang le d to  hig hlig ht the  ne ce s s arily une as y re lations hip be twe e n colonial pas t and ne ocolonial pre s e nt,
his tory writing  and curre nt critique , cultural s tudie s  and political e conomy, as  a tas k or proble matic  rathe r
than a me thod or map.  In 19 9 2 S hohat note d what s he  te rme d the  "puz z ling " abs e nce  of the  te rm
postcolonial in the  rhe toric  of the  acade mic oppos ition to  the  G ulf War (in contras t to  commonly invoke d
te rms  s uch as  imperialism and e ve n neocolonialism). S he  wonde re d in re s pons e  whe the r s ome thing  about
the  rubric  of the  pos tcolonial "doe s  not le nd its e lf to  a g e opolitical critique "; in the  ope n-e nde d pre s e nt of
the  "war on te rror," the  re lative  invis ibility of e xplic itly pos tcolonial analys is  mus t be g  the  s ame  que s tion.

Ins te ad of re he ars ing  thos e  de finitional de bate s  or s imply o:e ring  ove rvie ws  of the  e s s ays  that follow, I will
comme nt brie fly on an is s ue  that has  long  haunte d me thodolog ical conce rns  in pos tcolonial s tudie s : the
politics  of inte rdis ciplinarity. The  following  e s s ays  rais e  this  is s ue  in dis parate  are nas  and di:e re nt ways
(whe the r S arah Nuttall's  re cours e  to  e thnog raphy and fe minis t critique ; Ros inka Chaudhuri's  conjoining  of
poe tics , trans lation s tudie s , and his toriog raphy; Kamran As dar Ali's  atte nding  to  re ade r-re s pons e  critic is m
as  we ll as  the  s ociolog y of re lig ion; or Mark [End P a g e  1] Dris coll's  "is omorphic" linking  of g lobal
e conomics  and the  re pre s e ntational politics  of U.S . s upe rmarke t tabloids ). Chaudhuri's  illuminating
critique  of the  us e s  of Rabindranath Tag ore  in the  s cholars hip of Ranajit G uha and Dipe s h Chakrabarty
provide s  an e ntré e  to  this  conce rn, as  s he  as ks  in particular about the  us e s  and mis us e s  of the  lite rary in
pos tcolonial critic is m. S tuart Hall has  s ug g e s te d that part of the  re as on for the  failure  of pos tcolonial work
to de al with the  e conomic may be  that it has  be e n "mos t fully de ve lope d by lite rary s cholars , who have  be e n
re luctant to  make  the  bre ak acros s  dis ciplinary (e ve n pos tdis ciplinary) boundarie s  re quire d to  advance  the
arg ume nt."  If s o, one  mig ht note  that in the  pas t de cade  the re  has  be e n s ome thing  of a
counte rde ve lopme nt, in which a g re at de al of pos tcolonial critic is m, writte n unde r the  influe nce  of the
Birming ham s chool of cultural s tudie s , has  te nde d to  cons ide r lite rary re ading s , e s pe cially of forms  outs ide
mas s  marke t publis hing  and journalis m, at be s t uns e e mly and at wors t irre le vant.

It is  particularly crucial in this  re g ard to  rais e  the  que s tion of g e nre , which Chaudhuri introduce s  but doe s
not purs ue . Challe ng ing  Chakrabarty's  c laim of an "intimate " his torical link be twe e n fiction and Be ng ali
political mode rnity, Chaudhuri re minds  us  on the  contrary that poe try was  the  more  influe ntial g e nre  in the
lite rature  of Be ng ali nationalis m during  the  s e cond half of the  nine te e nth ce ntury. S he  note s  that the  nove l
and the  nation "have  be e n s ymbiotically linke d tog e the r in a profus ion of pos tcolonial works ," an
unde rs tate me nt at be s t; e ve n a haphaz ard re vie w of the  main works  of s cholars hip s hows  that in the  re alm of
re pre s e ntation, pos tcolonialis m has  almos t e xclus ive ly be e n cons ide re d throug h the  nove l.
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