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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

What Is  S ocial Me mory?  S cot A. Fre nch In planning  our confe re nce  on s ocial me mory and s outhe rn his tory,
one  que s tion aros e  ag ain and ag ain: What is  s ocial me mory?  G ood que s tion. S ocial me mory is  a conce pt
us e d by his torians  and othe rs  to  e xplore  the  conne ction be twe e n s ocial ide ntity and his torical me mory. It
as ks  how and why dive rs e  pe ople s  come  to  think of the ms e lve s  as  me mbe rs  of a g roup with a s hare d
(thoug h not ne ce s s arily ag re e d upon) pas t: Hatfie lds  and McCoys , s outhe rne rs  and northe rne rs , blacks  and
white s , native s  and immig rants , Ame ricans  all. S ome  his torians  us e  the  te rm "colle ctive  me mory," placing
the  e mphas is  on the  inte rnaliz ation of g roup ide ntitie s . I pre fe r the  te rm "s ocial me mory" be caus e  it calls
atte ntion to  the  s ocial conte xts  in which pe ople  s hape  the ir g roup ide ntitie s  and de bate  the ir conflicting
pe rce ptions  of the  pas t. The  conce pt of s ocial me mory is  re lative ly ne w to  the  his torical profe s s ion . It
builds  on re ce nt the ore tical de ve lopme nts  in s ociolog y, anthropolog y, lite rary critic is m, and ps ycholog y. In
19 89 , the  Journal ofAme rican His tory de vote d an e ntire  is s ue  to  the  the me  of "Me mory and Ame rican
His tory," noting  the  re ce nt s urg e  of s cholarly inte re s t in the  s ubje ct. A e r s urve ying  the  lite rature  in othe r
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dis cipline s , e ditor David The le n laid out a re s e arch ag e nda for his torians . "The  his torical s tudy of me mory,"
he  wrote , "would be  the  s tudy of how familie s , larg e r g athe ring s  of pe ople , and formal org aniz ations
s e le cte d and inte rpre te d ide ntifying  me morie s  to  s e rve  chang ing  ne e ds . It would e xplore  how pe ople
tog e the r s e arche d for common me morie s  to  me e t pre s e nt ne e ds , how the y firs t re cog niz e d s uch a me mory
and the n ag re e d, dis ag re e d, or ne g otiate d ove r its  me aning , and finally how the y pre s e rve d and abs orbe d
that me aning  into the ir ong oing  conce rns ." The le n s aw the  s tudy of me mory ope ning  ne w fie lds  of inquiry for
his torians . For too long  his torians  had dis mis s e d me mory as  a poor s ubs titute  for his tory, a partial or
dis torte d ve rs ion of what had re ally happe ne d. The  s tudy of me mory would re acquaint his torians  with the
ways  in which nonhis torians  thoug ht about the  pas t, the  ways  in which the y talke d about his tory and us e d it
to  make  s e ns e  of the  world around the m.1 Alón Confino, a Unive rs ity of Virg inia his torian who is  s tudying  the
com- 10 S outhe rn Culture s  me rcializ ation of me mory in mode m G e rmany, attribute s  the  ris e  of s cholarly
inte re s t in me mory to  s e ve ral factors : the  de cline  of the  his torian's  traditional role  as  g uardian of a s ing ular
national ide ntity; the  prolife ration of "counte rme morie s  " among  g roups  s e arching  for the ir his torical
orig ins ; and the  role  of the  mas s  me dia in turning  an e ve r-g rowing  numbe r of colle ctive  me morie s  into
marke table  commoditie s . G e opolitically, the  collaps e  of the  S ovie t Union and the  dis inte g ration of the
forme r Yug os lavia have  focus e d inte rnational atte ntion on the  role  of me mory in forg ing  ne w national
ide ntitie s  and fue ling  e thnic  conflict.2 S ome  his torians  draw a s harp dis tinction be twe e n his tory and
me mory. For the m his tory is  a "dis cipline  built on e vide nce ," whe re as  me mory is  "a malle able  g uide  to  the
pas t." While  I ag re e  that his torians  are  g uide d by a s trict s e t of rule s  and conve ntions  for writing  about the
pas t, I would arg ue  that the  s torie s  the y te ll have  much in common with the  s torie s  told by nonhis torians . In
my vie w, his tory is  a g e nre  of me mory, not jus t the  de tache d arbite r of it. As  profe s s ional his torians , we  te nd
to favor his tory ove r le s s  "dis cipline d" forms  of me mory s uch as  fiction, folklore , and autobiog raphy. Ye t
his tory is  no le s s  malle able  than othe r g uide s  to  the  pas t; ne w s ource s , me thodolog ie s , and s ocial
conce rns  allow for cons tant re vis ion of the  s torie s  we  te ll. By the  s ame  toke n, Hollywood filmmake rs  and
Dis ne y Imag ine e rs  look to  his tory for ins piration and le g itimation while  adhe ring  to  the ir own s e ts  of rule s
and conve ntions . His tory fe e ds  o  othe r forms  of me mory, jus t as  the y fe e d o  of his tory. I hope  the  pape rs
pre s e nte d in this  volume  will s he d s ome  lig ht on the  s imilaritie s  and di e re nce s  be twe e n his tory and othe r
g e nre s  of me mory. We  conce ive d of this  national g raduate  s tude nt confe re nce  as  a way to  look at s outhe rn
his tory from a ne w pe rs pe ctive . And ye t, a s ke ptic  mig ht le g itimate ly as k: Is  this  pe rs pe ctive  re ally ne w?  The
s tudy of chang ing  his torical inte rpre tations  s ounds  much like  profe s s ional his toriog raphy, which firs t
e volve d into...
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