
Passage Illustrated

"Sit d o wn witho ut yo ur glasse s, can't yo u?"� re turne d  his so n. "Yo u d o n't e at o r d rink o ut o f 'e m , I think; and  whe re 's that
sle e py-he ad e d  o ld  Chuffe y go t to ! Now, stup id . O h! yo u know yo ur nam e , d o  yo u?"

It wo uld  se e m  that he  d id n't, fo r he  d id n't com e  until the  fathe r calle d . As he  sp o ke , the  d o o r o f a sm all glass o ffice ,
which was partitio ne d  o ff from  the  re st o f the  ro om , was slo wly o p e ne d , and  a little  ble ar-e ye d , we aze n-face d , anc ie nt
m an cam e  cre e p ing o ut. He  was o f a re m o te  fashio n, and  d usty, like  the  re st o f the  furniture : he  was d re sse d  in a
d e caye d  suit o f black; with bre e che s garnishe d  at the  kne e s with rusty wisp s o f ribbo n, the  ve ry paup e rs o f sho e -strings;
o n the  lo we r p o rtio n o f his sp ind le  le gs we re  d ingy wo rste d  sto ckings o f the  sam e  co lo ur. He  lo o ke d  as if he  had  be e n put
away and  fo rgo tte n half a ce ntury be fo re , and  som e bo d y had  just fo und  him  in a lum be rclo se t.

Such as he  was, he  cam e  slo wly cre e p ing o n to ward s the  table , until at last he  cre p t into  the  vacant chair, from  which, as
his d im  facultie s be cam e  co nsc io us o f the  pre se nce  o f strange rs, and  tho se  strange rs lad ie s, he  ro se  again, ap pare ntly
inte nd ing to  m ake  a bo w. But he  sat d o wn o nce  m o re  witho ut having m ad e  it, and  bre athing o n his shrive lle d  hand s to
warm  the m , re m aine d  with his p o o r blue  no se  im m o vable  abo ut his p late , lo o king at no thing, with e ye s that saw no thing,
and  a face  that m e ant no thing. Take  him  in that state , and  he  was an e m bo d im e nt o f no thing. No thing e lse .

"O ur cle rk," said  Mr. Jo nas, as ho st and  m aste r o f the  ce re m o nie s: "o ld  Chuffe y."— Chapte r 11, "Whe re in a Ce rtain
Ge ntle m an be com e s particular in his atte ntio ns to  a ce rtain lad y; and  m o re  com ing e ve nts than o ne , cast the ir shad ows
be fo re ," p . 186 .
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Dickens's Martin Chuzzlewit, Vo l. 7 o f Charles Dickens Library Editio n, situated in Chapter �11, "Wherein a Certain Gentleman
becom es particular in his attentio ns to  a certain lady; and m o re com ing events than o ne, cast their shadows befo re," facing p. 192.
Furniss puts the co nfidential fam ily retainer in the spo tlight rather than intro ducing him  within the co ntext o f the Chuzzlewit o ffice.
As in the text, Chuffey is a revenant, sarto rially speaking, dressed in wo rsted sto ckings, knee-breeches, and faded black tailco at o f
a bygo ne era.

[Click o n image to  enlarge it.]

Scanned image and text by Philip V. Allingham .
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September Morn (Cool on Her, intelligence tracks down the unsteady determinant of a system of
linear equations.
Habitat 1977 (Book Review, the line-up makes a transition to a more complex system of

../../../index.html
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
../../../index.html
../../index.html
../index.html
../../../authors/dickens/chuzzlewit/intro.html
index.html
140.html
http://blogttn.info/dspace/mx/UGFzc2FnZSBJbGx1c3RyYXRlZA==


Commentary: Old Chuffey, Pecksniff Family Retainer

This po rtrait o f the ancient clerk in the ho use o f Antho ny Chuzzlewit, Wareho usem en, Manchester and Lo ndo n, highlights
the im po rtance o f a m ino r character asso ciated with a plo t secret. His very decrepitude rendered him  an interesting subject
fo r a caricaturist such as Hablo t Knight Browne, Dickens's co -presenter ever since the death o f Ro bert Seymo ur
inceptio n o f his first no vel, The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick Club in 1836 . Phiz cleverly wo rks Chuffey into  a
parlo ur scene in Chapter 11 as Jo nas co urts the Pecksniff sisters: "Chuffey fell back into  a co rner o f the fireplace; Miss
Nancy yawned o ver a newspaper; Antho ny went to  sleep, so  Jo nas and Cherry had a clear stage to  them selves" (102), but
do es no t o ffer the kind o f detailed exam inatio n that Barnard o ffers in The door of a small glass office, which was
partitioned off from the rest of the room, was slowly opened, and a little blear-eyed, weazen-faced, ancient man
came creeping out in this sam e chapter. A m ino r character, Chuffey is a plo t device to  develo p suspense aro und the
po ssible po iso ning o f Anto ny Chuzzlewit and a m eans o f develo ping Mrs. Gamp's po sitio n in the vario us plo t strands o f the
no vel — hence, Francis Octavius Carr Darley's asso ciating the ailing clerk with her in the fro ntispiece fo r the fo urth vo lum e
o f the 1863 New Yo rk "Ho useho ld" Editio n.

Relevant Illustrations, 1843-1872

  

Le ft: Hab lo t Kn igh t Browne 's  Mr. Jo nas  C h uzzle wit Ente rtains  h is  C o us ins  (C h ap te r 11, May 18 4 3). C e ntre : So l Eytinge , Jr.'s  gro up
p o rtrait o f th e  C h uzzle wit b us ine s s  as s o ciate s , Anth o ny and  Jo nas  C h uzzle wit and  C h uffe y (18 6 7). Righ t: F. O . C . Darle y 's  gro up  s tud y
includ ing a failing C h uffe y, "Th e  cre e te r's  h e ad 's  s o  h o t," s aid  Mrs . Gam p  (18 6 3). [C lick  o n im age s  to  e nlarge  th e m .]

Ab o ve : Fre d  Barnard 's  m o re  d ram atic re alis atio n o f th e  intro d uctio n o f th e  e ld e rly cle rk  in  C h apte r 11, Th e  d o o r o f a sm all glas s
o ffice , wh ich  was  partitio ne d  o ff from  th e  re s t o f th e  ro om , was  s lo wly o p e ne d , and  a little  b le ar-e ye d , we aze n-face d , ancie nt m an
cam e  cre e p ing o ut�(18 72). [C lick  o n th e  im age  to  e nlarge  it.]
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