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Abstract
This article examines key elements of international dip lomacy and the
Kosovo crisis. From very early on, it is shown, the Kosovar Albanians were

accorded differential treatment by the international community in relation
to the other national minorities of the former Yugoslavia. Whether
warranted or not, this ap p roach help ed ensure that Kosovo would fail to
become a major international concern, thus allowing the conflict to
smoulder for years. The exp losion of p ent-up frustration we are witnessing
today in Kosovo is only one consequence of these actions. Another is that
the scop e for moderate solutions has narrowed. Genuine democratization of
Serbia may enlarge the p olitical sp ace required to restore credibility to
comp romise solutions but the p rosp ects for such a develop ment in the short
term are weak. The international community favours a solution to the
conflict which would p reserve Serbia's territorial integrity, just as it did
earlier with resp ect to Yugoslavia. But if the Albanians' desire for
indep endence cannot be sublimated or if the granting of autonomy to
Kosovo is used as a cover for the Serbian leadership to p ursue its camp aign
of violence, then p ersistent op p osition to any adjustments to Yugoslavia's
boundaries may be a p rescrip tion for further tragedy in the region.
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